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3 Israeli soldiers wounded in attack 

.TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Guerrillas wounded three Israeli 
soldiers with mortar fire on Tuesday in Israel's self-declared 
“security zone” in South Lebanon, an army spok esman said. One 
soldier was reported in serious w»Jirics after the attack in the 
zone's central sector just nort> rtf the Israeli border. TTie other 
two were slightly wounded. The fixing came from outride the zone 
and the soldiers returned fire, the spokesman said. Militar y ' 
cewors barred journalists from reporting die exact location of the 
incident. Last week, guerrillas killed an Israeli army captain and 
slightly wounded another Israeli soldier in a “security zone” 
gunbattie. Israel set op the zone after it withdrew the bulk of its 
forces from Lebanon in lone 1985. 
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Newborn doing well after surgery 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A week-old child who underwent a heart 
surgery at the Queen Alia Heart Centre in Amman is doing well 
and i$ expected to be discharged in 10 days, according to Dr. 
Yousef Qousus, chief heart surgeon at the centre. Dr. Qousus 
told the Iordan Times that the boy had a transposition of blood 
vessels and had to undergo surgery for arterial switch last 
Thursday when he was only 18 hours old. The open heart surgery 
took place under unique conditions where the infant's body 
temperature had to be lowered to 18 degrees Centigrade and the 
body's blood circulation had to be temporarily stopped for 90 
minutes. He said the 3.5-kilogramme boy was progressing 
normally and the operation was completely successful. 
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Cabinet makes 
2 appointments 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Council 
of Ministers on Tuesday decided 
to appoint Dr. Thrad Sand Ai 
Kadi , a former ambassador at the 
Foreign Ministry, to the Prime 
Ministry. The Cabinet also de- 
cided to appoint Mr. Awad Al 
Khaldi, currently Jordan’s 
ambassador to Greece, as the 
Kingdom’s non-resident ambas- 
sador to Cyprus. 


WEDNESDAY MARCH 18, 1987, RAJAB 18 1407 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon I pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 
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AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Munster Abdul Wahab Al 
Majali returned to Amman Tues- 
day evening at the end of visits to 
Tunisia and Morocco which 
lasted 10 days. During the visits, 
Mr. Majali was received by Tuni- 
sian President Habib Bomgnriba 
to whom he conveyed greetings, 
from His Majesty King Hussein, 
and held talks with senior officials 
on Jordaman-Tnnirian coopera- 
. tion in phosphate marketing. 
Similar talks were held during 
Mr. Majali's visit to Morocco. 

Ammarin and Turk 
jailed for 15 years 

ANKARA (R) — A Tu rkish 
military court on Tuesday sent- 
enced a Jordanian embassy trans- 
lator and a Turk to 15 years’ jad 
each for spying for Syria, the 
semi-official Anatolian news 
agency said. Adnan Musa Sulei- 
man Ammarin, a long-term 
Jordanian resident of Turkey, 
and Ali Kent, a Turk of Iranian 
origin, were said in the indict- 
ment to have gathered infonnar 
tion for Syria on military facilities 
and U.S. installations in Turkey. 
Both men may appeaL They were 
among nine people indicted last 
year for alleged involvement in 
the kiHing of Jordanian Embassy 
First Secretary Ziad Al SatL But, 
in that case, the court did not 
proceed with Ammarin on 
grounds of diplomatic' immunity . 

Saudi and Moroccan 
monarchs meet 

RABAT (R) — King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia had talks lasting 90 
minutes with King Hassan of 
Morocco at the royal palace in 
Fez, central Morocco, the nation- 
al news agency MAP said Tues- 
day. It gave no details of the 
conversation. The Saudi monarch 
arrived in Fez on Thursday for 
what officials described as a pri- 
vate visit. King Fahd came to 
Morocco from neighbouring 
Algeria after a 24-bcwr official 
visit. 

Reagan to hold 
TV press conference 

WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Reagan, ending four months 
of semi-isolation from die press, 
will hold a televised news confer- 
ence on Thursday night, the 
White House said Tuesday. Mr. 
Reagan is certain to be ques- 
tioned extensively at the session 
(0100 GMT) about the secret sale 
of arms to Iran and diversion of 
profits to U.S- backed ’contra' re- 
bels in Nicaragua. - 

Iran releases 
76 Iraqi soldiers 

GENEVA (R) 7 - Seventy-six 
wounded Iraqi prisoners of war 
were flown home from Iran on 
Tuesday in an airlift organised by 
the International .Committee of 

the Red Cross (ICRC), an ICRC 
spokesman said. She said it was 
the first ICRC repatriation since 
1985 of prisoners captured in the 
Gulf war, but there were no plans 
at present for a similar operation 
for Iranian prisoners. 
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Syrian post in Beirut wound 


Anti-Saudi pattern seen in 
latest Iranian attack on tanker 

U.S. sees Iranian push in north front as insignificant 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — A powerful bomb 
exploded near an American-affiliated uni- 
versity and a Syrian checkpoint in west 
Beirut on Tuesday, wounding one person 
and setting three cars on fire, police said. 


The bomb, hidden under a 
green Mercedes-Benz, went off at 
1:25 p jn. about 120 metres from 
the mam gate to the kidnap- 
plagded Beirut University Col- 
lege (BUC) in west Beirut's 
Qraitem . district, witnesses re- 
ported. 

No casualties were reported 
among BUCs 3,000 students, a 
short police report said. 

Ambulances and fire engines, 
their sirens waiting, rushed to the 
scene of the bomb blast, the first 
in west Beirut since 7,500 Syrian 
soldiers backed by 100 tanks 
moved in Feb. 22 to con tain 
inter-militia clashes. 

Witnesses quoted by Reuter 
said the device exploded 300 
metres from a Syrian checkpoint. 
Police said earlier it was only a 
few metres from the position. 

. The witnesses said Syrian 
troops briefly cordoned off the 
street m the Madame Gone area 
and searched cars at checkpoints. 

Gunmen, disguised as riot 
policemen, kidnapped three 
American professors mid an Indi- 
an teac her from the BUC campus 
Jan. 24. 

A group rafling itself Islamic 
Jihad for the liberation of Pales- 


Shevardnadze, 
Armacost 
hold talks 

MOSCOW (AP) — A high- 
ranking U.S. State Department 
official who has been discussing 
regional conflicts with Soviet offi- 
cials held talks on Tuesday with 
Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze, the TASS news 
agency said. 

Michael Armacost, the under- 
secretary of state for political 
affairs, is in the Soviet capital to 
discuss U.S.-Sbviet differences in 
the Middle East.- Central Amer- 
ica, Asia, southern Africa and 


tine churned holding the four 
educators. It originally offered to 
swap them for 400 Arab prisoners 
held in Israel, but later withdrew 
the offer. 

Syria's military intelligence 
chief in Lebanon, Brigadier Gba- 
zi Kanaan, told the wives of the 
four hostages on Tuesday their 
husbands would be freed soon. 

“Kanaan was very helpfuL He 
expressed his concern... in pur- 
suing the release of our hus- 
band,” FLryal Polhili said after 
the four women met Brig. Ka- 
naan at his west Beirut office. 

“He made us understand that 
certainly our husbands will be 
freed very soon,” she told repor- 
ters. 

Meanwhile, a senior pro-Ira- 
nian Lebanese leader said Tues- 
day he had worked to save a 
French kidnap hostage from 
death in what be described as an 
international political bazaar. 

Sheikh Mohammad Hussein 
Fadlallah, spiritual mentor of 
Hizbollah (Party of God), said he 
hoped the kidnappers of Jean- 
Louis Nonnandin had been influ- 
enced by his appeal made on 
Sunday to spare die televirion 
crewman’s Gfe. 


Kidnappers 

announce 

reprieve 

BEIRUT (AP) — Kidnappers 
announced Tuesday they have 
postponed plans to kfll French 
hostage Jean-Louis Nonnandin 
for one week and demanded new 
rbrififartniK from France on its 
policy tm terrorism and arms sup- 
plies to Iraq. 

In a statement delivered to the 
mdependent Beirut newspaper An 
Nahar, the Revolutionary Justice 
Organisation claimed that the 35- 
year-old captive, a lighting en- 
gineer for France’s Antmme-2 
televirion, had confessed to spying 
for the French and Israeli secret 
services. 

The three-page handwritten 
Arabic statement said the decision 
to postpone Mr. Nonnaadin’s 
“execution’* was taken in re- 
sponse to pleas from Lebanon’s 
ShPHe Muslim derics, the hos- 
tage’s family and “secret pledges 
made by the French government 
to parties concerned.'' 

“We announce the postpone- 
ment ofthe execution of the death 
sentence for only one week begin- 
ning from the release of this state- 
ment^ it said. 

“Daring this week, (French) 
delegates should be dispatched to 
offer the necessary clarifications. 
This will either lead to improvc- 
ment or the beginning of bloodlet- 


Soviets call for int’l agency: 
to check on space arms 


He also was to help plan the 
visit of U.S. Secretary of State 
George P. Shultz to Moscow bn 
April 13-16. 

TASS said Mr. Armacost and 
Mr. Shevardnadze “discussed 
pressing international problems 
and issues of priority importance 
to the Sovret-U.S.Triationsfaip t at 
tire current, crucial phase in its 
development.” It provided no 


GENEVA (R) — "The Soviet 
Union called on Tuesday for the 
creation of a new international 
agency with the power to carry 
out on-site inspections to ensure 
that no country deploys weapons 
in outer space. 

A senior Soviet arms nego- 
tiator, Yuri Nazaririn, said the 
new body should be given the 
“right of access for ... on-site 
inspections of all objects designed 
to be launched and stationed in 
outer space and corresponding 
launch vehicles. ” 

Mr. Nazaririn said the purpose 
of the agency, which he called an 
international inspectorate, would 
be to verify that no nation de- 
ployed weapons in outer space 
and to stop an arms race there. 

He made the proposal at a 
40-nation disarmament .confer- 
ence at United Nations European 
headquarters in Geneva. Mr. 
Nazaririn is the chief Soviet nego- 
tiator at the conference. 

Moscow has pursued a vigor- 


ous public campaign against 
space weapons, marked by ada- 
mant opposition to the U.S. 
strategic defence initiative (SDI) 
missile defence research prog- 
ramme. 

President Reagan launched 
SDI, popularly known as “Star 
Wars,” four years ago. Its aim is 
to study land-based and space- 
based missile defence systems, 
including nuclear-powered space 
lasers to shoot down attacking 
missiles. 

Washington says Moscow has 
carried out research on space 
weapons for many years and SDI 
was aimed partly at counter- 
ing this. Moscow denies having a 
space weapons research prog- 
ramme. 

Soviet negotiators have sought 
support for their opposition to 
space arms among the delegates 
at the long-running 40-nation 
conference, which .indudes the 
United States. 


Arafat willing for compromise over 
PLO participation in peace talks 


TUNIS (R) — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat has signalled a 
willingness to compromise on the 
issue of representation at a Mid- 
dle East peace conference, saying 
any Palestinian approved by him 
would be acceptable. 

The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) chairman, in an 
interview with Reuters Monday 
night, implied that officials of tire 
PLO — winch Israel and the 
United States refuse to talk to — 
need not attend. 

Mr. Arafat expressed optimism 
about a preparatory meeting of 
the five permanent members of 
the United Nations Security 
Council — tiw Soviet Union, tire 
United States, Britain, France 
and China — before a wider 
conference foi all parties con- 
cerned. 

. “I think it can take place this 
year,** he said. 

Asked who would be in the 
PLO delegation to a peace con- 
ference, Mr. Arafat contradicted 
answers offered by aides who said 
representation would simply be 
“the FLO.” 

‘"No, not the PLO. Why say the 
PLO? It is not necessary to say 
the PLO... I am agamst tins 
answer,” be said. 

When pressed to explain 
whether this meant FLO officials 
would not have to' take part, Mr. 
Arafat said: 

“Who said it? Any Palestinian 
who would participate in my 


name, as I am tire chair man ofthe 
PLO.” 

He added: “When we say the 
Israelis will participate, tins 
means the Israeli government will 
participate,” listing France, the 
Soviet Union, Egypt and the 
Palestinians as examples of par- 
ties who would attend. 

The PLO leader, who was 
speaking in a suburb of Tunis, 
where he has his headquarters, 
said Palestinians were ready to 
attend within mi Arab delegation.' 

“This is our option. Either to 
have an mdependent participa- 
tion, or to be within a joint Arab 
delegation ... with all the Arabs,” 
be said. 

Mr. Arafat reiterated his stand 
that any conference should be 
heid on tiie basis of all U.N. 
resolutions on the Middle East, 
mdiidmg Security Council Re- 
solution 242. 

Obstacles to a Middle East 
peace conference indude U.S. 
and Israeli insistence that any 
Soviet participation should be 
conditional on Moscow’s restora- 
tion of full diplomatic relations 
with Israel. 

Asked about efforts to patch 
up differences with rival Palesti- 
nian factions based in Syria, Mr. 
Arafat said Libyan leader Col- 
onel Mcammar Qadbafi was in- 
volved in a current initiative. 

Hie confirmed that relations 
with Col. Qadbafi, frozen when 
the PLO evacuated Beirut in the 


face of Israel’s 1982 invasion of 
Lebanon, had improved follow- 
ing Libyan support for the PLO 
in the five-month “camps war” in 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Arafat said he planned to 
meet Col. Qadhafi “very soon.” 

He said the Libyan leader bad 
invited representatives of all Sy- 
rian-based Palestinian groups to 
Tripoli for a meeting which began 
on Monday. 

The aim is to reconcile differ- 
ences with Mr. Arafat and hold a 
meeting of tire Palestine National 
Council (PNC). 

Milbero: PNC not to scrap 
Feb. H accord 

Mohammad Mflhem, member 
of the PLO Executive Commit- 
tee, has denied reports that PNC 
plans to discuss tiie possibility of 
scrapping the Feb. 11, 1985, 
agreement between Jordan and 
the PLO. 

Mr. MShem-was quoted by the 
London based Al Sharq Al Awsat 
Arabic-language newspaper as 
saying that the PLO Executive 
Committee has not discussed or 
decided on the venue for the 
planned PNC session. So far dis- 
cussion within the organisation 
has focused on means of unifying 
various Palestinian movements, 
Mr. MiThpm said. 

He said tint there was no truth 
Jn reports that the PNC meeting 
would be held in Algiers in April. 


3 Gaza 
students 

GAZA CITY, Occupied Gaza 
Strip (Agencies) — Israeli troops 
opened fire on stone- thro wing 
Palestinian demonstrators in two 
dries in tbe occupied Gaza Strip 
on Tuesday, wounding three. 

An Israeli spokesman said 
troops opened fire when about 200 
demonstrating students threw 
stones at an army patrol in the 
town of Raflah, about 30 
kilometres sooth of Gaza City. 

Palestinian sources in Gaza 
City identified the students as 
Zhid Kalians, 18, and Mahmud 
Mohammad Aba Rezik, 17, both 
students from n«***h- 

In a similar Incident, Israeli 
police fired hi the air to prevent 
demonstrators from passing 
through an army checkpoint in 
Gaza City, toe spokesman sahL 
One demonstrator was wounded 
from a ricocheting bullet, he said. 

About 600,000 Palestinians five 
in the occupied Gaza Strip where 
they have stepped up anti-Israeli 
protests since early this year. 

Tuesday’s demonstrations 
broke a lull in protests in the 
occupied t e rrit o ries throughout 
test month and early tins mouth. 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — An 
Iranian gunboat fired at a Cyp- 
riot-operated tanker laden with 
200,000 tonnes of Saudi Arabian 
crude oil in the southern sector of 
the Golf waters during the night. 
Gulf-based marine salvage execu- 
tives reported Tuesday. 

Tbe attack appeared to indi- 
cate an anti -Saudi pattern by Iran 
in its so-called tanke r war with 
Iraq, said the executives. 

They noted this was the second 
tanker connected with Saudi Ara- 
bia to be attacked by Iran in six 
days. 

In London, Uoyds shipping 
intelligence unit identified the 
ship as the 232,104-tonne Pivort, 
formerly the Amoco Europa. 

Tbe Gulf executives said tbe 
gunboat fired a tingle surface-to- 
surface missile at foe vessel as it 
sailed off foe United Arab Emi- 
rates port of Dubai at 10: 15 p.m. 
Monday. 

The miss ile punched a small 
hole in tbe slop tank of tbe 
vessel’s port tide and started a 
fire which was quickly exting- 
uished by foe crew, they added. 

Lloyds said tbe crew initially 
abandoned tbe tanker. It gave tbe 
location of the tanker when 
attacked as 24.50 degrees latitude 
north, and 55.08 degrees longi- 
tude east. 

The Gulf executives said the 
vessel was 25 kilometres off 


Dubai. 

The tanker had lifted foe oil 
from the Saudi terminal of Ras 
Tanura and was heading out of 
the Gulf through foe Strait of 
Hormuz, said foe executives. 

Last Wednesday, foe Saudi- 
flag tanker Arabian Sea escaped 
a missile attack by an Iranian 
gunboat a few kilometres north of 
where foe Pivort was attacked. 

The 315,695-tonne tanker, also 
fully laden with Saudi crude lifted 
at Ras Tanura and destined for 
Brazil, was foe first Saudi-flag 
ship to be attacked by Iran since 
May 1986. 

In another development in foe 
six-and-a-half-year-old Iran -Iraq 
war, the United States has dismis- 
sed as insignificant gains by Ira- 
nian forces in northern Iraq. 

State Department spokesman 
Charles Redman told reporters 
foe gain in an area around Mount 
Kaidemand had no significant 
bearing on the Gulf war. 

Press reports from foe region 
said the Iranian push had placed 
its forces to move against foe 
road to Rawandiz, some 100 
kilometres north of major Iraqi 
oilfields and refineries and tire 
Turkish- Iraqi pipeline at Kirkuk. 

But Redman said the Iranian 
push “took place in an area of 
Iraqi territory which is of little 
strategic value.” 


“Actual possession of the area 
has seesawed between Iraq and 
Iran since the early days of the 
war,” he added. 

The Iranian push that captured 
the territory nearly two weeks 
ago was “not a major offensive,” 
Redman said. 

Administration officials who 
asked not to be identified, said 
the mountainous terrain pre- 
cluded any possibility of an Ira- 
nian advance on the oilfields. 

“The idea they could drive 60 
or 70 miles (100 to 115 
kilometres) (o within shelling dis- 
tance of the oilfields and tire 
pipeline is literally incredible,” 
one said. 

“There is miles and miles of 
difficult terrain before they get 
even to a distant approach to tire 
pipeline," he said. 

The officials said the reporters 
who wrote of the strategic signifi- 
cance of the Iranian push had 
been duped by their Iranian 
guides. 

“I don't think they would be in 
a position even to know where 
they were. They certainly 
wouldn’t be in a position to see 
tire plains,” said one. 

The official said only a small 
number of Iranian troops, backed 
by Kurdish . guerrillas, were in- 
volved jn fighting of a land “that 
on all the time.” 


oindexter refuses again to testify 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Former national security adviser 
to the president John M. 
Poindexter on Tuesday invoked 
his right against setf-incrimina- 
tion before a House of Repre- 
sentatives subcommittee investi- 
gating Reagan administration 
efforts to restrict public access to 
sensitive information in federal 
computer systems. 

Testifying under oath, Vice- 
Admiral Poindexter invoked the 
fifth amendment four times when 
questioned by the house govern- 
ment operations committee chair- 
man, Representative Jack 
Brooks, about a directive Adm. 
Poindexter wrote last year to 
restrict such information even 
though it was not classified. 

Adm. Poindexter resigned as 
President Ronald Reagan's 
national security adviser Nov. 25 
in the wake of revelations that the 
United States had sold arms to 
Iran and that some of the profits 
may have been diverted to Nicar- 
agua’s contra rebels. He also in- 
voked the fifth amendment be- 
fore Congress when asked in De- 
cember to testify about the affair. 


Mr. Brooks has proposed leg- 
islation intended to provide for 
foe security of sensitive data in 
federal computers while permit- 
ting free public access to unclassi- 
fied information useful for scien- 
tific, technical and engineering 
purposes. 

Adm. Poindexter issued a 
directive Isat Oct. 29 which ex- 
panded the government’s author- 
ity to restrict public access to 
classified and sensitive informa- 
tion in a wide range of scientific, 
economic and cultural areas. 

The directive went beyond a 
national security decision direc- 
tive in 1984 that had been signed 
by Mr. Reagan. 

Meanwhile, investigators ten- 
tatively plan to grant immunity to 
Adm. Poindexter who they say 
might help trade missing money 
from Iran arms sales. 

Congressional sources told 
Reuters on the House of Repre- 
sentatives and Senate committees 
probing tbe arms scandal are ex- 
pected to back a preliminary 
accord readied last Friday be- 
tween their legal advisors to grant 
foe admiral immunity from pro- 


secution in return for his testi- 
mony. 

He would be the first leading 
figure in foe affair to be granted 
immunity by investigators look- 
ing into foe secret aims sales. 

Adm. Poindexter resigned 
from his White House post in 
November when Attorney 
General Edwin Meese divulged 
that up to S30 million in 
arms sales profits might have 
been diverted to Nicaraguan con- 
tra rebels when such aid was 
banned. 

At the same time. President 
Reagan dismissed Adm. Poindex- 
ter's aide Oliver North, who in- 
vestigators have said was the 
pivotal figure in foe clandestine 
affair that has darkened foe 
White House image. 

Congressional investigators 
and a presidential review com- 
mission have failed to track 
beyond secret Swiss and Cayman 
Island bank accounts millions of 
dollars said to have been diverted 
to foe rebels. 

Congressional sources said 
Adm. Poindexter conld help 
trace foe money, which is one of 


the big riddles of foe scandal. 

“Obviously we think be is a 
very important witness,” said a 
house source. 

Meanwhile, White House 
spokesman Marlin Htzwater ack- 
nowledged that President Reagan 
received and read two messages 
sent indirectly in December and 
January by Iranian arms middl e- 
man Manucber Ghorbanifar. 

The ABC television network 
said Monday that correspondent 
Barbara Walters violated net- 
work news policy when she re- 
layed foe messages from Mr. 
Ghorbanifar to the White House 
after interviewing him. 

The Washington Times on 
Tuesday printed a text of the 
letter Mr. Ghorbanifar gave Ms. 
Walters and quoted Edmund 
Musltie, a member of tbe pres- 
identiafly appointed Towr Com- 
mission which investigated the 
Iran-contra affair, as saying foe 
board questioned the Iranian ab- 
out similar matters. 

Ireland awaits UJ5. explanation; 
U.S. seeks new FBI chief, page 8 


Andreotti presents crisis plan 7 black children slain in 


ROME (R) ”7 Prime Minister- 
designate GiuHo Andreotti pre- 
sented a plan on Tuesday to 
reconstruct Italy’s five-party gov- 
ernment in an attempt to avoid 
premature general elections. 

Mr. Andreotti, 68 , sent a letter 
to leaders of foe five parties 
describing compromise proposals 
aimed at reuniting the coalition 
government, which resigned mi 
March 3. 

The main purpose of the prop- 
osals was to overcome a dispute 
between his majority Christian 
Democrats and the Socialists of 
outgoing Prime Minis ter Bettino 
Craxi over a series of referen- 
dums due to be held in June. 

If the parties accept Mr. 
Andreotti’s plan, the way win be 
dear for bra to form a new 
coalition government. If not, 
either he wfll have to try to form a 
min ority government or acknow- 
ledge defeat, opening the way to 
elections a year ahead of sche- 


dule. 

Mr. Cacti's government was Ita- 
ly’s h post-war administration. 

The key obstacle to recon- 
structing it is disagreement over 
three planned referendums on 
nuclear energy and one on legal 
reforms. 

The Christian Democrats, 
strongly backed by tiie Republi- 
cans, want to .find a way of 
avoiding the referendums — 
often seen as a sign of public 
dissatisfaction with parliament — 
by passing laws to make them 
unnecessary. 

The Socialists say the referen- 
dums must be held to give Italians 
their Democratic right to vote on 
the issues. 

In Ins letter, made available to 
journalists, Mr. Andreotti said 
negotiations confirmed foe coali- 
tion partners wanted to continue 
cooperating until the end of tbe 
legislature in 1988. 


Early polls signalled in U.K. 


LONDON (R) — The British 
government on Tuesday cut the 
basic rate of income tax by two 
per cent to 27 per cent in a budget 
seen as pointing dearly to early 
general elections, possibly as 
soon as June. 

' Chancellor of the Exchequer 
Nigel Lawson, his coffers swelled 
by unforeseen revenue, balanced 
generosity with financial pru- 
dence in the annual budget by 
also slashing the government’s 
borrowing target. 

He set this at £4 billion ($6.4 
billion) for the new fiscal year 
starting on April 1, down from £7 


billion ($11 billion) for 1986-87. 

This move also promised to be 
popular with voters as it paves the 
way for lower interest rates and 
reductions in mortgage (borne 
loan) charges for house buyers, 
who have increased in number 
during conservative Prime Minis- 
ter Margaret Thatcher’s eight- 
year rule. 

Political analysts said the shape 
of foie budget greatly increased 
the likelihood that Mis. Thatcher 
would call an election as early as 
June, 12 months before tbe end 
of her current, second five-year 
term. 


South African 

JOHANNESBURG (R— cen- 
sored) — Seven schoolchildren 
were stabbed mid shot to death 
on Tuesday in the latest eruption 
of violence near the South Afri- 
can dty of Durban. 

The government’s bureau for 
information said foe mutilated 
bodies of the children, aged 15 to 
17, were discovered in Kwa- 
mashu township, which has been 
tom by factional feuds. 

“It looks like a mass execu- 
tion," a bureau spokesman said. 

“Police reported the bodies 
were found in a ditch, bat it was 
not known whether they actually 
had been killed there. 

It was the worst political vio- 
lence since last January, when 12 
blacks were murdered in another 
township in Natal province, and 
ended a period of comparative 
calm in South Africa. 

Tbe bureau said tbe motive for 
the mass murder was not known, 
bat residents in foe densely-popu- 
lated township told reporters the 
dead children were almost cer- 
tainly victims of blade violence. 

Kwamashu has been wracked 
by dashes between radicals who 
back the United Democratic 
Front (UDF) anti-apartheid 
movement and members of foe 
conservative Inkatha organisa- 
tion. 

Residents said tensions have 
been at flashpoint over foe past 
week, with each side accusing the 
other of murders, kidnapping and 
attacks on schools. A funeral of 
two dam UDF supporters ended 
in dashes at the weekend and 
terrified parents kept children 


mass murder 

away from school on Tuesday, 
they reported. 

Inkatha, a million-strong Zulu 
cultural and political organisa- 
tion, is headed by Zulu chief 
Mangosutho Buthelezi who 
appealed to the government last 
week to give him more police 
powers “to eradicate br u tality 
and intimidatory politics.” 

During the part three years 
about 2,400 people have been 
killed in political violence fuelled 
by the black majority’s demands 
for an mid to apartheid. 

Security forces have reported a 
sharp drop in the unrest since a 
national state of emergency was 
Imposed last June, bin officials 
said there was a spate of over- 
night bombing and shooting inci- 
dents. 

Police stormed a house in the 
township of Inanda, dose to 
Kwamashu early Tuesday, killing 
a suspected guerrilla and a 
woman, police said. 

A spokesman said police threw 
a .hand grenade into the house 
and charged inside where a black 
man, believed to be a member of 
the outlawed African National 
Congress, was found wounded. 

He was shot dead by police 
after he tried to shoot them, the 
spokesman said. Tbe woman was 
fatally injured by the grenade 
blast and her husband suffered 
serious stomach wounds. 

A twp-monfo-old baby and a 
policeman were slightly injured in 
foe raid. Pokes said they seized a 
rifle, three loaded Soviet-made 
AK-47 magazines and two hand 
grenades. 
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Life creeps back to normal after 
Syrian deployment in west Beirut 


BEIRUT (R) — When an argument over a parking 
space in west Beirut escalated to fist fights, a 
policeman remarked on a sign of the times. 


“They’re not fighting with 
guns," he said. “It hasn’t been 
Eke this for years.” 

West Beirut is much changed 
since Feb- 22, the day 7,000 
Syrian troops deployed and 
started rooting out militias to 
restore order to the mainly Mus- 
lim sector of the capital. 

Militiamen, who cruised the 
streets m battle gear and thought 
no thing of firing machineguns 
from car windows to dear roads, 
have left or have melted back into 
civilian life. 

Syrian soldiers search for gun- 
men at checkpoints and in house 
raids, aiming to instil respect for 
legal forces. 

Even traffic police have made a 
comeback, signing parking tickets 
and bossing die noisy new traffic 
j ams . 

“Before, we avoided crowed 
areas for fear of trouble. Now 
traffic jams are a sign of peace,” 
said taxi driver Abed Itani. 

Militia anarchy had reigned in 
west Beirut since February 1984, 
when Syrian-backed Muslim and 
leftist militias drove out army 
troops loyal to Falangist Presi- 
dent Amin Gemaj/el. 

Kidnaps of foreigners, militia 
gun battles and economic decline 
ended with an orgy of fi ghting 
between members of the Syrian- 
backed alliance, the event which 
triggered die Syrian troop de- 

Oman 
clamps 
ceiling 
on dowries 

MUSCAT, Oman (AP) — Sultan 
Qaboos has ruled that no man 
should pay more than 2,000 riyals 
(5,160) for his bride, no nutter 
how attractive she is or how 
wealthy her family may be, his 
aides have reported. 

The move is die latest bid by 
the ruler of Oman against what 
he calls the “evil" dowry system. 

The controversial subject of 
the amount paid by men to the 
pareots of their prospective 
brides has become a focal point of 
the Sultan’s annual “meet the 
people" tour currently in swing 
throughout the country. . 

The decision of Sultan Qaboos 
to damp a ceiling on dowries was 
revealed by the Sultan’s special 
adviser, Hamad Ibn Hamoud, in 
an interview with die govern- 
ment-owned Arabic-language 
newspaper Oman. 

In the same report. Minister of 
Education Yahya A1 Man then 
said that a nationwide campaign 
against high dowries would be 
launched. 

The dowry is the most conten- 
tious issue to be discussed in 
public here in recent years. 


ployment. 

Now, police say car thefts and 
burglaries have decreased. Fore- 
ign journalists are also bade in 
west Beirut nearly a year after 
most left in the last major exodus 
of foreigners. 

There was almost normal traf- 
fic and most night dubs and 
restaurants that opened were 
crowded with fashionably dressed 
young people, dancing and 
laughing. 

Hala, a 24-year-old student, 
said it was the first time she had 
been out after months of family 
evenings at home, often spent 
blacked out by power cuts. 

“It’s great to see you. Now we 
are open until after midnight. 
Please tell all your friends,” said 
a waiter at the crowded seafront 
Spagheteria Restaurant. 

“We bad to dose the doors,” 
said a guard at a discotheque at 
the Summerland Hotel. “It’s the 
first time such a huge number of 
people has come.” 

But threats to stability remain 
in the Lebanese patchwork of 
militia-run enclaves. 

Syrian troops have not de- 
ployed in the Shi’ite Muslim 
south Beirut, where radical gun- 
men still roam and foreign hos- 
tages are believed to be held. 

Syria has also to resolve the 
problems of thousands of guerril- 


las in Beirut and South Lebanon 
loyal to Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat, a Syrian foe. 

Although hardline leaders in 
the Falangist enclave north east 
of Beirut are making conciliatory 
noises in current talks on political 
reforms to resolve the war. It is 
not dear bow readily they will go 
along with Syrian-tracked plans. 

Many of the enclave’s 1.1 mil- 
lion inhabitants take pride in rela- 
tive wealth and a certain inde- 
pendence and discipline imposed, 
by the dominant Lebanese Forces 

mili tia. 

Connected with west Beirut by 
only two difficult crossing points 
across the green tine — often only 
metres wide — that splits the 
capital, the Falangist endave 
offers stark contrasts to Life else- 
where. 

“I can hardly believe this is 
Lebanon,” said a west Beirut 
resident looking at the twinkling 
lights sweeping up the mountains 
of Jounieh Bay and the flashing 
neon signs advertising night dubs 
and restaurants in Zouk. 

“I have to go out at least three 
nights a week, otherwise I cannot 
work,” said Claude, a youn g en- 
gineer sipping a drink in an inti- 
mate night spot where men and 
women danced as they have done 
for much of 12 years of war. 

“We cannot be at war all the 
time,” said Colette. 

Lebanon can still boast a di- 
mate offering skiing in the morn- 
ing and Mediterranean sw imming 
in the afternoon. At weekends 


Christian skiers crowd to a well- 
equipped resort in the snow-cap- 
ped peaks of Mount Lebanon. 

Even on a recent slow night at 
the Falangist enclave’s Casino Da 
Uban, a new white Rolls Royce 
gleamed at the head of a row of 
new Mercedes, BMW and other 
luxury cars. 

Guards frisked gamblers for 
weapons at the entrance — guns 
are ever-present in Lebanon — 
and hundreds of people tried 
their hick in spacious gambling 
balls offering roulette, blackjack, 
one-armed bandits and more. 

Upstairs, an exdussive private 
dub offered dinners of cham- 
pagne and smoked salmon to rich 
men and fur-coated women, who 
sometimes risked what to other 
Lebanese might be a month’s 
salary on a turn of the cards. 

But despite all the outward 
signs of wealth, for many less 
fortunate Lebanese opportunities 
to eat out are limited by soaring 
inflation, fuelled by the collapse 
of the Lebanese currency. 

“We earn in worthless 
Lebanese pounds and must spend 
in dollars,” was one bitter com- 
ment. 

Poverty is spreading every- 
where in Lebanon and an aid 
worker in the Falangist endave 
said organisers were now con- 
sidering giving foreign food aid, 
originally intended for families 
displaced by fi ghting , to ordinary 
people. 

’There are 25,000 families 
eligible in one Beirut district 
alone," she said. 


Chad peace moves look doomed 


By Clande Begin 

Reuter 

ABIDJAN — With Libya 
apparently massing troops in 
Sudan and government fences 
opening a third front in northern 
Chad, diplomatic moves to end 
the latest fighting in Chad Seem 
to offer little chance of success. 

The evidence points to a war of 
attrition in the north of the vast 
central African country, where 
President Hissene Habre began a 
campaign late last year to drive 
out several thousand Libyan sol- 
diers, politicaL analysts say 

France, which has an estimated 
2,400 troops in its former colony,' 
is moving ever closer to the com- 
bat zones. France has said It had 
moved attack helicopters to east- 
ern Chad, a region that had been 
reinforced with anti-aircraft 
weapons and radar installations 
in the past month. 

The deployment followed Cha- 
dian reports that Libya was send- 
ing troops through Sudan for an 
intended attack on Chad’s east- 
ern border. 

France’s force, sent back into 
Chad a year ago, was until last 
month located almost entirely 
around N’Djamena. 

France says its role is limited to 
belong to defend government 
territory south of the 16th para- 
llel, along which die country was 
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effectively partitioned after a Li- 
byan and rebel onslaught in the 
summer of 1983. 

■ However, die analysts say that 
France might be drawn more 
deeply into the conflict if Habre 
gets into trouble in the north. 

Habre’s forces, boosted by for- 
mer rebel leader Gonkonni 
Oueddei's guerrillas, crossed the 
so-called red line late last year 
and are now operating through- 
out the north, including the 
Aouzou Strip; which was 
annexed by Libya in 1973. 

In a two-pronged assault they 
moved into the rugged Tibesti 
Massif, in the far north west, and 


the Eanedi Mountains, in the 
east, capt uri ng the key oasis town 
of Fada last January in the pro- 
cess. 

They hav^now opened a third 
front in th^Boikou area, in the 
centre of northern Chad, around 
die oasis of Faya-Largeau. The 
oasis is the key to the whole 
Libyan military set-up in north- 
ern Chad and is defended by a big 
Libyan garrison. I 

Chad has reported fighting I 
only 80 kilometres north west of 
Faya-Largeau bat western nrili t- ■ 
ary analysts do not expect a fron- 
tal assault on the oasis by Habre’s 
forces. 

They say Habre’s National 
Armed Forces (FAN) and 
Gonkonni’s Popular Armed 
Forces (FAP) know the terrain 
well and can be expected to wage 
guerrilla raids on Libyan posi- 
tions in a war of attrition embrac- 
ing the whole of northern Chad. 

The Libyan-backed Transrtkm- 
,al Government of National Un- 
ion (GUNT) declared a three-day 
truce which the N’Djamena gov- 
ernment ignored. 

Mr. Habre, with his military 
and diplomatic standing stranger 
than ever, says he has hardly any 
opponents left >and that what 
started as a civil "war two decades 
ago is now'a conflict waged by 
Libya against his own country. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 

PROGRAMME ONE 

15:38 Koran 

16:05. Cartoons (Flmsttme) 

16:10 Children's programme 

17:00 Wah Disney 

17JS Orais 

18:10 Arabic series 

1W9 Local programme 

28*0 News in Arabic 

2fc38 Message from Cairo 

28:40 Arab series 

21:40 Wrestling 

22^5 Arab series 

23*0 News in Arabic 

PROGRAMME TWO 

18*8 'Des diiffres ct des Icttres 

1&28 L’ecole des fans 

IWW News in French 

19:15 Anjourd Tmi en Jordame 

19--38 News in Hebrew 

1*45 Varieties 

28*0 News in Arabic 

2830 Three's a Crowd 

21:18 Documentary: “A gentle way 
with cancer" (eps. 4) 

2248 News in English 

22^20 Bestseller Captains and the 
Kings eps. (7) 

RADIO JORDAN 

. 855 KHz, AM & 99 MHz, FM 
& parity on 9560 KHz. SW 
TeL 774111-19 

VIM Light Music 

87:38 Newsdesk 

KM Monring Show 

1140 News Summary 

IMS Morning Show Coma. 

1140 Country Music 

11:38 Songs from Movies 

12. -08 News Summary 

12*5 Readings 

1238 Pop Session 

13. -88 News Summary 

13*5 Pop Session 

1440 NewsBuDetin 

14:18 Instrumentals 

1438 Follow the Wind 

ISM Concert Hour 

1646 News in Summary 

IMS In st rumentals 

1636 OM Favourites 

1748 Jordan Weekly 

1738 — Pop Session 

IMS News&maaaiy 

18*5 Rock Profile 

IMA Mon; 

1M8 News Desk 

1*38 Date with a Star 

2040 Evening Show 


21:08 News Summary 

21:85 Evening Show Cantd. 

21:55 News Summary 

22.-00 Evening Show Continued 

23M News Summary 

23:65 Evening Show Continued 

23*7 News He a dl in es 

24*8 Close Down 

BBC WORLD SERVICE 

639. 730. 1333 KHz 
86*8 Newsdesk 0638 People and Pets 
66:48 Book Choice 8fe45 Reflections 
OfcSO Financial News 87:88 Wodd 
News 07:09 24 Homs: News Summary 
17:30 Report cm Rcfigkm 07:45 The 
World Today 08:80 Newsdesk 8830 
Meridian 0940 World News 89*9 24 
Hours: News Summary 0930 Develop- 
ment *87 1040 World News 10*9 
Reflections 10:15 Oasscal Record Re- 
view 16J0 Hoax UM World News 
11:09 British Press Review 11:15 The 
World Today 11 JO Financial News; 
Look Ahead 11:45 Choirs of Britain 
12388 News Summary; Omnibus 1238 
My Word 13*0 Wodd News 13*9 
News About Britain 13:15 People and- 
PWs 1305 A Letter Grom Wales 13*0 
Meridian 14*0 Ratio Newsreel 14; 15 
Masterpiece in Miniature 14£2S The 


15*1 World News 15*9 24 Hoars: 
News Summary 15*0 Development 
"87 16*8 News Summary; Outlook 
lfc45 Report on Religion 17*8 Ratio 
NewsreeF 17:15 A Music of Work 17*0 
After Henry 18*8 World News 18*9 
CommcntarV 18:15 Rock Salad 18:45 
The World Today 19*0 World News 
19*9 A Letter from Wales 19:15 Tech- 
nologies for the 21st Centtuy 19*0 
New Ideas 19*40 Book Choke 19*8 
Sports Round-op 28*8 Newsdesk 
23*0 News Summary; Rock Sniwt 

VOICE OF AMERICA 

MW 1260 & SW 7200. 9565, 11740. 

11925 and 15210 Hz 

05*8 News 85:18 Newsiiae 85^8 VOA 
Morning 06*0 News 66:18 Newsline 
06:38 VOA Morning 07*8 News 07:18 
Newsline 67 JO VOA Monring 68*0 
News 08:10 Newsline 88JS VOA 
Mottling 17*1 News 17:!l Newsfine 
17*6 Mask USA 18*6 News 18.-18 
Rms 18*8 Special English News & 
Features 19*1 News 19:10 Newsline 
19*J6 Magazine Show 28*6 News 
20:10 Focus 28J0 Special English 
News & Features 21*0 News 21:10 
Newsline America 2130 Marie USA 
Jazz 22*0 News & Editorial 22.15 
Marie USA Jazz 23*8 News 23:10 
World Report 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

’ABoJlihitinnrfnapAiH^plqiHn . 
Houriyya Laxaki at the Petra Bank 
GaHexy — Wadi Sima (into March 
20 ) 

“ An art exhibition by Soviet artist 
Mtfrhaii Aghanerian at the Unneoity 
of Jordan (until March 19). 

* An exhibition of painting by Adoan 
Yahya at the Alia Art Galfeiy. Jabal 
A mman . 1st CSrele (until Much 23). 

PLAY 

* “Arabic plays Ear children daily at 
10*0 juul and 3 JO p.m. at the Royal 
Cnitnral Centre (anti! Match 31). 

CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Oritural Centre .. TeL 661026ft 

American Centre 644371 

Am e rican Centre Unary 641520 

British Count* 636147/8 

French Cnitnral Centre ... 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cnitnral Centre 644203 

Spanish Cnhoral Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 66S19S 

Hussein Youth City ... 667181/6 

Y.W.CA 641793 

Y.WJdA. 664251 

Amman Mtmidpd Library 637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library 843555 

MUSEUMS 

“Chfldren’i Heritage and Science 
Museum." Pirn and knowledge for aO 

J *. phis a small planetarium. Open 
week 9*0 a.m • 1*0 p.m. and 330 
p.m. - 6*0 p.m. Cosed on Friday. 
FoBdore Masranr. Jewelry and cos* 
tames over 100 year? old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-5 p_m. 
Year-nmndTcL 651760. 

Jordan ft rrlia rnl ng lr-H Mmnm- Has 
an gradient coDectkm of die anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal A1 Qal’a 
(Citadel HH1). Opening boors: 9.00 


Jordan National C ri hij. Contains a 
reflection otf p a in ti ng s, ceramics, and 
sculptures by co ntemp o ra ry Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a re flection of pa i nt i ng s by 
19tfa Century orientaSst artists. Monte- 
zah. Jab* Lnacibdeb. Opcamghoms: 

10.00 a.m. - 1 JO pjn. and 3.00 p.m.- 

6.00 p.m. Closed Tnesdays. TeL 
630128. 

Martyrs' Memorial (Military 
Mnsenm): Collection of mititaiy 
memorabfia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports CSty. Amman. 
Opening boon 9.00 ajn.-4.00 pjn. 
Closed Saturdays. TeL 664240. 

SERVICE CLUBS 


feat and third Wednesday at the Holi- 
day Inn. 1-J0 p-UL 
Lions PhEnitilpliU CZrib. Meetings ev- 
ery second ami f o urth W ed nesd a y at 
the Ammon HoteL 7-JO pjn. 
FUbddpMa Rotary dab. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn, 
130 pjn. 

R««*ry dab. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel, 2*0 
p.m. 

Royal AutanWB CU. Jabal Am- 
man, Eighth Circle. Tel. 816534. 
817534. 

CHURCHES 


St J oseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, TeL 624590. 

Chard* of the Anawndatioa (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Lnweibdeh, Tel. 
637440. 

De h Safle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, Tel. 661757. 
T er raianla Church (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Lnwdbdeh, maw in Italian lan- 
guage, meet every Saturday at 5 30 
pjn. Tel: 622366 

Church el the Annunciation (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdafi. TeL 623541. 
Angflean Church (Charcfa of the R e- 
deemer) Jabal Amman, TeL 678906. 
Amabn Catboflc Charcfa Ashrafieh, 
TeL 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Arina- 
fieri, Td. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh, TeL 771751. 

Amman isttnutkod Qucdi (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School h Shmecam. TeL 


Herzog 
to reduce 
sentences 
for Jewish 
terrorists 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli Presi- 
dent rhaim Herzog plans to re- 
duce the life sentences of three 
Jewish ghcnillas convicted of 
killin g Palestinians in the occu- 
pied West Bank, a spokesman 
said Tuesday. 

“The custom since the creation 
of the state is that two or three 
years after the start of their sent- 
ence, the president reduces their 
term to around 25 years,” Her- 
zog’s spokesman. Ami Giuska, 
told Reuters. 

“This is normal and customary 
and the president plans to 
announce this shortly in these 
three cases,” he said. 

Menachem Livni, Shaul Nir 
and Uzi Sharvatz were convicted 
of murder and sentenced to life 
imprisonment after carrying out 
an attack in 1982 on the Islamic 
College in the West Bank town of 
Hebron. Three Arab students 
were killed. 

The Israelis belonged to an 
anti- Arab terrorist group called 
“the Jewish Underground,” also 
responsible for a 1980 bombing 
that maimed two Palestinian ; 
mayors ami an attempt to destroy 
the Dome of the Rock Mosque. 

In addition to the three sent- 
enced to life terms, another five 
members of the group are still 
serving time. 

Sudan: 

Ties with 
Iran will 
not affect 


Iraq 


KHARTOUM, Sudan (AP) — 
Sudan’s recently improved rela- 
tions with Iran win not affect ties 
with Iraq and the Khartoum gov- 
ernment is using its good offices 
to end the Guff war, a Foreign 
Ministry source said Tuesday. 

-The Source, speaking torepdr'- 
ters after a three-day visit by 
Iranian Foreign Minister Alf 
Akbar Velayati, said it was natu- 
ral for Sudan to restore diploma- 
tic relations with Iran because 
both were Islamic countries. 

He added, however, that 
Sudan would “maintain a balance 
in its relations” with Iraq and 
Iran, which have been warring 
since 1980. 

The source, who spoke on con- ! 
dition of anonymity, spoke of a 
Sudanese “condKatoiy effort" to 
end the Gulf war but gave no 
details. 

Sudanese Prime Minister 
Sadek A1 Mahtfi visited Iran late 
last year and restored diplomatic 
relations with it to ambassadorial 
level as part of Khartxnhn's new 
policy erf improving ties with all 

COuntriCS. 


American Jewish leader condemns *:® ] 
Israel over Pollard spy scandal 


TEL AVIV (R) — A U.S. Jewish 
leader Tuesday strongly conde- 
mned Israel’s appointment of an 
air force colonel implicated in the 
Pollard spy scandal as comman- 
der of a large air base. 

Morris Abram, chairman of the 
Conference of Presidents of Ma- 
jor American Jewish Organisa- 
tions, said the decision to give 
CoL Aviem Sella command of the 
Tel Nof Air "Base caused a 
“grievous and deep wound" in 
U.S.-IsraeIi relations. 

“The recent appointment of... 
Sella was a serious and irresponsi- 
ble act,” Abram told a news 
conference. 

Sella, a fighter ace, is alleged to 
have recruited U.S. navy intelli- 
gence analyst Jonathan Pollard as 
an Israeli agent. Hie colonel has 
been indicted by a U.S. grand 


jury on espionage charges and 
Pollard is serving a life tens for 
Wing- 

Abram’s statement, made after 
meetings with Prime Minister 
Yitzhak S hamir and Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres, was one 
of the strongest criticisms of 
Israel by an American Jewish 
leader since the Pollard scandal 
broke with Us arrest in late 1985. 

It went far beyond conciliatory 
statements made to rep o rters by 
tisfring U.S. Army Secretary 
John Marsh, who held talks Tues- 
day on strategic matters with De- 
fence Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

“(The Pollard case) is amply an 
dement that’s occurred in our 
relationship,” Marsh said. “It is 
small compared to the overall 
strength of our affiance.” 


Israeli leaden say the Pollard 
operation was carried out behind 
their backs by a now-disbanded 
unit of the Defence Mimstry. 

Abram said he viewed the case 
as being as serious as the Iran- 
contra affair in the Uouted States „ 

Abram indicated Israelis 
should expect no sympa thy for 
Pollard from the American Jew- 
ish community of which the con- 
victed spy was a member. 

- “Mr. Pollard is an American 
citizen who pleaded gnflty to a 
serious crime... As an American, 
I say that be received nothing less 
th an the due process of law,” 
Abram said. 

“Mr. Pollard showed no mercy 
towards the United States and his 
subsequent conduct has not 
shown concern for anybody but 
fnmself,” he said. 


Shamir claims no cabinet minister 
authorised recruiting Pollard to spy 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Prime Muns- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir assured a 
leading American Jewish figure 
Tuesday that no Israeli cabinet 


angry reactions from U.S. offi- 
cials. 


tical source as saying Eitan and 
Sella didn’t act on their own 


In a sign of the increasing initiative in using Pollard. 


operation that recruited U.S. 
navy intelligence analyst 
Jonathan Jay Pollard. 

“He assures us there is no 
governmental minister responsi- 
ble for the affair, and it should 
never have happened,” said Mor- 
ris Abram, chairman erf the Con- 
ference of Presidents of Major 
Jewish Organisations. 

After a one-hour meeting with 
the Israeli premier, Abram told 
reporters Shamir “is deeply apo- 
logetic about it, and he assures us 
that it will never happened 


political tension in Israel's coali- 
tion government as a resnlt of the 


Israel Television reported 
Monday that the U.S. Ftederal 


Pollard affair, Industry and Trade Bureau of Investigation (ABS) is 
Minister Ariel Sharon blamed the seeking to add Israel to its list of 

D.ll 1 -w- ■ n. - ■»- - - - - • , ... . 


Pollard affair on Peres, who was 
prime minister when Pollard was 
arrested in November 1985. 


countries considered hostile from 
an intelligence standpoint. 
Israel's inclusion in the list 


_ “The Pollard episode was tra- would mean that “the FBI will 
gic. But in. my opinion our major actively and routinely search for 
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Abram, head of a delegation of 
about 65 visiting American Jew- 
ish leaders, said in an Israel Tele- 
vision interview Monday night 
that the government has to 
“make sure that those who (fid 
take tiie bad action are not re- 
warded but indeed punished.” 
His remarks were ap pare n tly 
aimed at a senior Israeli air fence 
officer, Aviem Sella, accused by a 
U.S. grand jury of recreating Pol- 


problems were caused mainly by 


prime minister in 1S85, Shimon 
Peres,” said Sharon, who is a 
leading member of S hamir ’s 
right-wing I And bloc. 

His remarks, made in a speech 
to young party activists m the 
Negev Desert town of Sderot 
Monday night and recovered by a 
member of the audience, were 
aired on Israel Army Radio Tues- 
day. Sharon called the station to 
complain that he Had not in- 
tended his remarks for use by the 
media. 

Pollard, 32, who is Jewish an 
said he was motivated by a love 
for Israel, was sentenced to fife 
imprisonment for espionage and 
his wife Anne Henderson-roflard 


lard, and Rafi Eitan, a framer, got five years for helping him. 
Mosad intelligence agent who The liberal daily Haaretz re 


Israeli spies in the United 
States,” the television’s Washing- 
ton correspondent said without 


The daily Davar newspaper re- 
ported last week the FBI sus- 
pected Israelis had tried to recruit 
other Americans beades Pollard, 
particularly Jewish students and 
professors at American universi- 
ties. 

The Washington Post on Sun- 
day quoted U.S. government 
sources as saying Pollard told 
investigators that when the 
Israelis initially recruited him, 
they showed him copies of highly 
classified U.S. documents they 
already possessed. 

The paper said the episode 
raised the possibility that the 


ran the spy operation. 

Both. Sella apd Etan_, were 
promoted after the Pollard affair 
became . public - -in November 
1985. The promotions prompted 


gpt five years for helping him. Israelis already had another spy 
The liberal daily Haaretz re- in the U.S. government at the 
ported that a two-member, gov- time they reenriled Pollard. 


. eminent appointed panel would. But Defence Minister Yitzhak — 
start an investigation of the Pol- . Rnfwn Hkmiwwi th* tpwt ; Mon- ... 
laid affinF on Wednesday. It also day, repeating earlier Israeli ! * 
quoted an unnamed senior peffi- statements. 


Israel to weigh action against Pretom 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel will 
consider imposing sanctions, on 
South Africa, Communications 
Minister Amnon Rubinstein said 
amid reports that the United 
States wifi otherwise cut aid to 
Israel. 

He told armed forces radio that 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
agreed to let him raise the issue at 
a cabinet meeting next Sunday. 

“I suggested creating a ministe- 
rial committee to consider how to 
express our feeling and what 
sanctions for ns to impose in the 
framework of free democracies 
opposed to apartheid,” said 


Rubinstein, of the centrist Shintri 
Party. 

The Israeli Haaretz newspaper 
reported last week that Israel 
tops a U.S. State Department list 
of countries cooperating militari- 
ly with South Africa despite an 
international aims embargo. The 
list is to. be submitted to Congress 
on April 1. 

A U.S. law enacted last year 
authorises Congress to cut aid to- 
countries violating the arms ban. 
Israel is receiving $3 billion from 
die United States this year, $1.8 
billion of it in militazy aid. 


Israefi leaders refuse to discuss 
their country's weapons deals, 
but Israel is believed to be a 
major arms supplier to Pretoria. 

Israefi officials fear the final 
report will come down hard on 
Israel during a period of strained 
relations with Washington over 
the role of Israelis in the 
Jonathan Pollard spy case and the . 
Iran-con tras affair. 

Israel condemns apartheid as 
racist, but officials say the Jewish 
state is reluctant to take any steps'- 
that could provoke a backlash 
against South Africa’s estimated 
115,000 Jews. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

120* ' Cairo (MS) 

12*5 Lamaca, Zurich (SR$ 

15*8 — Doha, Muscat (GF) 

I&45 Kuwait (IN) 

16*1 Merf™, Jeririfll) (SV 1 

7Zas mSommuon a suppScd by Royal 
Jordanian information department at 
the Queen Aha hticzmthxnl Airport 

TeL (08) 53200-5, who* h should 

rirays be verified. 

IftJI Baghdad hA 

28*8 Sana’a GY) 

23*8 — Lisbon, Rio de Janeiro (lA 

ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Termlml 1) 

PRAYER TIMES 

•4:22 Farr 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS. 



a.m.-5.00 pjn. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 ami. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 


Knagcflcal Lmheran Ghnrdi Jabal 
Amman, 6th Qrde. (Rev. N. Smir), 
TeL 811295. 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Twnrinal 2) 

•7*5 Ka rachi (PIT 

8938 Sana’a (TQ 

1135 Cairo (MSj 

12*8 AbuDhabi. Bahrain fafFI 

13*5 »»»*»••*•****>»»***■■»»* Kuwait (KUJ 

14*5 Tripoli (LN] 

15-18 Jeddah, Medina (SV1 

17=45 ..... — Athens. Damaacos (OA; 

18:15 Baghdad (LW 

1838 .... Paris, Damascus (AFj 

1938 DamaccnsflY] 

2238 Baghdad (IaI 

23*5 Tripoli, Danuscns (PKj 

DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 

(Terminal t) 

86=45 

U*8 : Viem», New York 

12*1 1 

1338 F ..„, 

2038 Bahrain, Doha 

20*5 .......... Aha Dhabi, Dubai 

28*5 ............ Kuwait, Dhahran 

21*0 B 

21*0 

aos 


FLIGHTS (Tormina] a) 

Frankfort (LH) 

Cairo, London p$A) 
.... Damascus, Tripoli (PR) 
«... Damascus, Rome (AZ) 
Damaacos (IYl 


MONEY EXCHANGE 
Tuesday rates 

Local setVbny rates ia St 

Belgian franc 88.6/ 89* 

Dutch guilder 162.4/ 1643 

French franc — 55.1/ 55* 

Rattan fira 25.8/ 26.1 

Japanese yen (for 100) 222.5/ 224* 

Swedish crown 52.6/ 53.1 

Swim franc 219.4/ 7T>~i 

U-K. rtedmg pound 5363/ 5423 

U.S.doOar 3373/ 339.9 

W. German mark 1833/ 185.7 


WEATHER 

Bulletin <aipp^ by the Depanment of 


EMERGENCIES 

Amman gorern ora te 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 198, 199 

CM Defence frbid .... 271293. 273131 

CM Defence Qawcnmeh 770733 

CM Defame DdrADa 57306 

A m b ulance — 193,775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood Bank . — 778303 

CM Defence icscne ..... 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

FoOce rescue 192,621111,637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic pofice 896390a 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4, 624881 
Municipal water compiamts 771125/8 
Queen Alia IntL Airport (08)53330*60 


HOSPITALS 


Radio Jordan 774111/1 9 

Ministry afTonrisin 642311 

Hotel complaints ........ 666412 

Price complaints 661176 

Telephone Infonnatioa t2 

Jordan and Middle East caDs 10 

Overs e as calls 17 

Repair service 11 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. JanrilTarif ..... ( ) 

Dr. Khafed Abn Khanris .... 770468 


Hossem Medical Centre 
Khalfcfi Maternity, J. Amu . 
Akfleh Maternity, J. Anm.. 

Jabal Amman Maternit y 

Malhas, J. Amman ......... 

Palestine. Shmdsaui 

S hm e kaui Hospital 

Umversity Hosoital 


The Islamic. AbdaE 

AF-AMi, Abdafi 

Rattan, AJ-MahaJrcea 

AKBasfaar, J. Ashrafieh 

Army, Marta 

Queen Alia Hospital ... 

Amal Hospital 

GENERAL 


— 813813/32 

644281/6 
... 642441/2 
642362 

— 636140 
.. 664171/4 

— 669131 

— 84SS45 

— 667227/9 
.666127/37 
.. 664164/6 
.. 777101/3 
. 775111/26 
.891611/15 
. 602240/50 

— 674155 


Safamr Pharmacy ........ 

Neiroukh Pharmacy .. 
Sahcb p ha rmacy 
Khalaf pharmacy 

TAXES: 

Neel taxi 

Trial bed .... 

Faisal taxi 

Rashid taxi 


636730 

723672 

. — 668056 
778653 


644438 

640031 

627051 

636358 


SALT: 

Dr. Abdnl Rahim HadidJ .......... f ) 

Sab pharmacy ' ' ' (— ) 


JoodanTdevisioa 77311/19 


irbid: 

Dr-Lutfi S h a hihi 241798 

sa <xxm pbamney f j 

ZARQAr 

Dr. Abdul Rahim Kbashashneb 

p harmacy — 983022 

S a m i r a ph a rm acy (_ j 


MARKET PRICES 


Goods wS appear fit different alti- 
tudes, with westerly moderate winds. 
In Aqaba, winds wffl be northerly, 
moderate and calm sea. 

Mr* ***** te mp . 
Amman . . 5/15 


Deserts 4/18 

Jortfan Valley 10/22 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 13, Aqaba 25. Humidity re ad im p: 
Amman 54 per cent, Aqaba 38 per 


Beane 

Broad beans 

Beetroot 

SrolSdkiwj 

Canfiflower fydlow) 
Canfifiower (white) . 

Chestnut 

r>M*iiuiiyi, 


earn per ka. 

310/270 

— 320 / 270 

I -.270/220 

270/250 

100/ TO 

- 80/ 60 

70/ 50 

90/ 60 

170/100 

170/ 100 

500/400 

180/140 

130/100. 

100/ 70- 


Lemon 

Marrow ........ 


Oianfe /Am Surra) ... 
Orange (Shamnxmti) . 


t). 


Potato 

RadcBsh 


Tomato es ........ 

Tump ■ — ...... . 


— 600/ 500 
130/100 

— 110/ TO 
. — 110/ TO 
— 160/120 

320 / 280 

— 230/180 

— 340/280 
. — 460 / 380 

— 260 / 200 

170/ 120 

90/ 60 

80/ 50 
— 160/100 
70/ » 
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Jocdan, Sudan to sign 
$20m trade accord today 
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By a JordanTnnes 

..Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan' and Sudan 
will sign- a $20 million counter- 
trade accord here on Wednesday, 
crowning four days of discussions 
between the two sides at the 
undersecretary level. 

agreement, the first of 
its kina between the two coun- 
tries,, calls for exchan g in g goods 
worth $20. million to be divided 
equally- .between Jordan and 
Sudan. The deal is renewable 
upqn mutual request. Under 
Secretary at the Ministry of Trade 
and Industry Mohammad AT Saq- 
qaf said Tuesday. 

Although the volume of ex- 
change as stipulated in the pack- 
age '6 below toe level of mutual 
aspirations regarding economic 
ties, it mirrors a. high increase of 
trade transactions between Jor- 
dan 1 and Sudan, compared to the 
four previous years, .Mr. Saqqaf 
said. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times .on the eve .of signing the 
accord, Mr.- Saqqaf said Sudan 
would ■ import . Jordanian phar- 
maceutical products, construction 
materials. Clothes, electrical ap- 
pliances, household equipment- 
and- other commodities, according 
to their list of import-priorities. 

In 'line with the agreement. 
Jordan will import sesame, raw 
leather.- white com, henna, man- 
go juice concentrates, cotton and 
spices.' 

The two countries’ trade trans- 


actions, which were earlier car- 
ried out on an instant cash-pay- 
ment basis, witnessed a remark- 
able decline after 1982, when 
Sudan was struck by a severe 
drought. 

Available statistical figures on 
the volume of Jordan's exports 
and imports to Sudan between 
1982 and 1986 reveal the King- 
. dom sold Sudan goods worth JD 
605,000, JD 319,000, JD 109,000, 
JD 93,000 and JD 160,000 respec- 
tively over the period. 

The export of Sudanese pro- 
ducts to Jordan over the same 
period was put at JD 1 ,300,000, 
JD 1,700,000', JD 109,000. JD 
349,000 and JD 235,000 in sequ- 
ence. 

The four-day meetings here 
were chaired by Mr. Saqqaf and 
his Sudanese counterpart Omar 
Mubarak Abu Zaid. The 
Sudanese delegation arrived here 
on Saturday. 

Prince Hassan receives 
Sudanese official 

His Royal -Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Tuesday re- 
ceived Mr. Abu Zaid for discus- 
sions on ways of promoting bi- 
lateral ties. The meeting was 
attended by Minister of Trade 
and Industry Rajai Muasher. 

The Sudanese economic de- 
legation also toured a number of 
Jordanian public and private sec- 
tor trade and industrial institu- 
tions to obtain first-hand . in- 
formation on available export- 
oriented industries. 
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Princess Basma opens 
course for Arab guides 
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AMJ^AN (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma, honor- 

guides movement, on Tuesday 
opened an advanced training 
course for girl guides organised 
bytoe Arab guides office in 
cooperation with the Jordanian 
girl glides society: 

Grades from Jordan, Kuwait, 
Egypt,. Lebanon, Oman, 
Bahrain,' the United Arab Emi- 
rates and North Yemen are tak- 
ing part in the eight-day training 
course'. ; 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion, Princess Basma said that the 
scoot and guide movement is part 
of an overall educational process 

1 UO. - ‘ r - 


designed to develop young- peo- 
ple physically and mentally, and 
to make them useful members of 
their society. The Princess thank- 
ed the various ministries and 
other organisations involved in 
the youth care service in the 
Kingdom and wished the trainees 
success in their endeavour. 

Other speakers at the opening 
session included Mr. Mohammad 
Aboi Tayyeb, secretary general 
of the Ministry of Youth, and Mis. 
Abla 'Abu Nowar, head of the 
. guides department at the Ministry 
of Education. Minister of Youth 
k BTd Dahiyat and senior officials 
from the Ministry of Education 
attended jtoe opemng session., 
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■ — By Jean-Cbmde Kites 
Special to the Jordan Times - 1 

AMMAN — A song recital by 
French singer Christiane 
MdpTon, organised by the French 
Cultural Centre in Amman in 
cooperation with “Le Cercle des 
Femmes Franicaises de Jordame," 
is expected to attract ail those 
who are .fond of good quality 
songs. 

Traditional, yet quite modem, 
Christiane Mouron has an excep- 
tionally beautiful voice, writes 
lyrics that you can understand, 

' and possesses an irresistible pow- 
er' to make you Hsten closely to 
her. Definitely modern, she uses 
great rhythms and harmonies, 
sometimes swinging between jazz 
and {wpiUarTirehdx songs. Con- 
trary to the- usual numbers which 
make' toe ' charts and that one 
generally forgets after a couple of 
weeks, her songs are the kind one 
Ekes more and more each time 
they are pl ayed. 

MUSIC PREVIEW 

Mouron has just won “Le Prix 
de la Chanson Francaise.” She 
was also an important member of 
“Le Big Bazar,” a group led by 
.the well-known singer Michel Fu- 
. g*in- But. you do not- need to 
{now all this to believe how 


Christiane Mouron 

talented she is. Just Gsten to one 
of her tapes. Genuine emotions, 
and just enough vibrato in her 
voice to make the listener forget 
about anything else. The right 
dose is important and Mouron is 
an excellent alchemist who knows 
just bow to blend humour (Le 
Salon de The — Tea Parlour) 
with anxiety (Je Chexche Hen tree 
de Secours — Looking for the 
Emergency Entrance) and pure 
poetry (Tant quH y Aura des 
Downs). 

- Christiane Mouron’s unique re- 
cital is scheduled to be staged at 
the French Cultural Centre on 
Wednesday March 18 at 8:30 
p.m. 



** * 


A SLICE OF JORDAN IN BERLIN: Jordan together with 

142 countries and regions too k pa rt m the recently concluded 
International Tourism Exchange (ITB) exbib&ioa held in WestBeriin 
every- year. The display, which was hdd between March 7 - 21, 
occupied a total of 25 halls indnded in the vast West Berlin exhibition 
grounds, inter national sectors of flie travel and tourism industry 
attend*! the exhibition Much attracted almost 66,000 businessmen 
and visitors. The picture shows so me o f the many visitors to the] 
Jordanian ri|ww * at the exhibition (ITB Photo) 


Arab- Americans gear up for higher 
profile in 1988 election campaigns 


By Saiameh B-- Ne'matt 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Arab- Americans 
are sharpening their wits and 
political strategies, and getting 
ready for “higher visibility” in the 
1988 presidential and congres- 
sional campaigns in the United 
States. Past achievements give 
hope for the future, but the chal- 
lenges, according to Arab- Amer- 
ican leaders, remain very real. 

“Anti-Arab discrimination is a 
fact of life in America ” one 
Arab- American leader said: “But 
America doesn’t hate Arabs.” 

Speaking to journalists here on 
Monday, at a tele-conference 
from Washington D.C., Dr. 
James Zogby. executive director 
of the Arab American Institute 
(AAJ), explained that anti-Arab 
feelings in the United States 
come from “very identifiable 
forces” and that these forces “do 
not want to see us get ahead.” 

Mr. MitcbeO Daniels, assistant 
to the president for political and 
intergovernmental affairs, urged 
a continued faith in the American 
democratic process. 

Mr. Daniels, also speaking 
through the tele-conference link 
organised by the United States 
Information Service (USIS), said 
that violence and discrimination 
against Americans of Arab des- 
cent came from “small and not 
important groups.” 

Dr. Zogby and Mr. Daniels 
who spoke to journalists alter- 
nately, said that despite relentless 
destructive efforts by pro-Israeli 
groups, they were optimistic ab- 
out the role that Arab-Americans 
could play in eliminating discri- 
mination against them and realis- 
ing a more balanced U.S. policy 
in the Middle East. 

Violence against Arab-Amer- 
icans according to Dr. Zogby 
“will unfortunately increase as 


Arab- American strength grows.” 

He specifically identified 
groups such as the Jewish De- 
fence League (JDL) and the 
Anti-Defamation League to be 
behind acts of terrorism a gainst 
Arab-Americans, such as assas- 
sinations, political as well as 
physical intimidation. 

Both men agreed that Arab- 
Americans need to unite their 
efforts but warned against siding 
with either of the nation’s two 
political parties. “Those who side 
with one camp, do so at their 
own detriment,” Mr. Daniels 
said. 

Responding to questions by a 
panel of Jordanian journalists. 
Dr. Zogby stressed the need for 
Arab-Americans to be indepen- 
dent from partisanship and affi- 
liation with any particular politic- 
al stance in the Arab World. 

He explained that Arab-Amer- 
icans need to carve themselves a 
different road from that followed 
by pro- Israeli groups in the Un- 
ited States. "We will not accept 
dictates by Arab states,” Dr. 
Zogby said. “Tm an American 
and I am not going back any- 
where.” He stressed the import- 
ance of maintaining Arab-Amer- 
icans’ independence and their 
concern for American national 
interests as a priority. “It hurts us 
to see American interests jeopar- 
dised in the Middle East. 

He pointed out to the Pollard 
spy case and its implications of 
double loyalty for American 
Jews. “We don’t want to dk» 
that,” he said. 

Mr. Daniels said he expected 
the Irangate affair and its nega- 
tive impact on the Republican 
party standing to subside as the 
economy continues to recover 
and show growth. 

President Reagan, in a message 
to participants in the Arab Amer- 
ican Institute conference held in 
Washington last week, said Arab- 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Tulkarm teachers thank King 

AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry of Education employees and 
teachers in the Tulkarm region on the occupied West Bank of 
Jordan have voiced their appreciation and gratitude to His 
Majesty King Hussein for a recent government decision to 
improve their salaries. Their thanks were contained in a memor- 
andurfr d&iVered 'Tuesday to Mjqister of Occupied Territories 
Affairs frotri ^delegation. representing, civil 

. ^^'ind^.^^mployeBi^er the 1967 occupation of the 
Arirtj territory. J V“ * I - - * • 

Queen to honour working women today 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty Queen Noot will today 
patronise a ceremony for honouring Jordanian working women 
on the occasion of International Women’s Day. At the ceremony, 
the Queen will distribute awards to 30 Jordanian women who 
have carried ont distinguished work. Minister of Labour and 
Social Development Khaled A1 Haj Hassan will deliver a speech 
outlining his ministry’s programmes for developing the social and 
living standards of Jordanian women. 

Second Airbus to arrive next month 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Royal Jordanian airline will take delivery 
of a second A3 10-300 Airbus plane in the coming month and the 
remainder of the six similar planes will be arriving in Jordan on 
schedule, according to Royal Jordanian Chairman of the Board 
AK Ghandoor. He said that the remaining four planes will be' 
arriving in 1990 and will be employed on medium-range routes 
linking Amman with European countries and North Africa. Mr. 
Ghanaour was speaking in a statement to the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, one day after Royal Jordanian took delivery of its 
first A3 10-300 Airbus plane which arrived at Queen Aha Interna- 
tional Airport on Monday. 

Dentistry conference slated for April 16 

AMMAN (Petra) — The sixth Jordanian dentistry conference 
opens in Amman on April 16 and 400 dentists from Jordan are 
expected to take part in toe meetings, according to a spokesman 
for toe Jordanian Dentists Association (JDA), which is organising 
the event. The two-day conference, he said, will discuss 40 
working papers and two seminars will be held during toe 
conference to focus attention on subjects related to dental health. 
Also, there will be an exhibition of equipment used in dentistry, 
the spokesman added. A number of French and Egyptian 
lecturers will take part in the conference, to be held at toe Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

RJ places collection boxes at airport 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Royal Jordanian airline has placed a 
number of boxes at terminals at toe Queen Aha International 
Airport to collect contributions for charity. Three of these boxes, 
will benefit the Cerebral Palsy Foundation, a Royal Jordanian 
spokesman said. The move, be said, is to encourage travellers and 
visitors to contribute towards social and voluntary work in the 
Kingdom. 

Commerce team leaves for E. Germany 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chairman of the Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce (FJCC) Hamdi Tabbaa has left for the 
German Democratic Republic at the head of a Jordanian 
delegation. 


Society organises seminar to 
highlight dangers of smoking 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jorda- 
nian national society for combat- 
ing stin kin g will hold a seminar in 
Amman on April 20 to highlight 
the dangers of smoking and to 
bring to the attention of the 
Jordanian -public the social prob- 
lem of smoking in the Kingdom. 

A spokesman for the society 
said that several working papers 
that will be discussed are ex- 
pected to focus attention on the 
adverse effects of smoking on 
social, agricultural, industrial and 


economic development in Jor- 
dan. Smoking can be a major cause 
of heart disease, cancer and other 
serious diseases, the spokesman- 
noted. He added that the papers 
will also highlight the roles winch 
the Ministries of Education, In- 
formation and Health could play 
in helping people to give op 
smoking. 

Representatives of various 
organisations, universities and 
the private sector will take part in 
the one-day seminar. 



James Zogby 



Mitchell Daniels 
Americans “have contributed 
greatly in every field, availing 
themselves of the freedoms and 
opportunities of this country.” 

More than 200 Arab-Amer- 
icans from 26 states gathered in 
Washington between March 13- 
15 to attend AATs third annual 
conference. Arab American 
votes are said to be effective in 
key American cities such as Chi- 
cago, Detroit, Houston and San 
Francisco. 

Mr. Daniels, who left for a 
lunch meeting with President 
Reagan after toe tele-conference, 
conveyed Mr. Reagan’s greetings 
to His Majesty King Hussein. 


Arab health ministers okay 
allocations to build Arab 
hospital in Jerusalem 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab 
Health Ministers Council has' 
given its approval for allocating 
funds needed to build an Arab 
hospital in occupied Arab Jeru- 
salem in order to improve the 
health conditions of the local 
population and to make up for 
shortages in medical services in 
the occupied Arab territory. 
Minister of Health Zaid Hamzeh 
announced here Tuesday. The 
minister was speaking upon re- 
turning to Amman after repre- 
senting Jordan at the council’s 
meeting which was held in Sudan. 

Dr. Hamzeh said that the hos- 
pital is needed to offer medical 
services to the Arab population 
of toe holy city following Israel’s 
closure of the Hospice Hospital in 
1985 and to make up for shor- 
tages in medical services for toe 
Arab population in the occupied 
West Bank in general. 

The minister did not disclose 
toe figures agreed upon at the 
council's meeting but said that a 
special committee in charge of 
the hospital project will receive 
funds in order to embark on the 
construction of the hospital's first 
phase. 

The remainder of the amount 
needed for the project will be 
raised in Islamic nations in imple- 
mentation of a resolution taken 
by toe Islamic summit meeting 
held in Kuwait earlier this year, 
the minister pointed out. 

He said that a board of trustees 
has been set up by toe conference 
to tour Islamic nations and raise 
funds for this project. In addi- 
tion, a health ministers council 
committee grouping the ministers 
of health in Jordan and Kuwait 
will visit Morocco in the coming 
month to meet with King Hassan 
n. who is chairman of the Jeru- 
salem committee, in order 'to 
discuss toe subject. The visit will 


coincide with a meeting in Rabat 
of the Jerusalem committee 
which will review the outcome of 
toe council's deliberations, the 
minister continued. 

He said that the Arab health 
ministers discussed a host of 
questions which included the 
situation in Lebanon, toe health 
conditions of toe Lebanese peo- 
ple in the wake of the civil strife, 
and relief supplies to the victims 
in Lebanon and Palestinian re- 
fugee camps in Beirut. 

The council passed a number of 
resolutions covering Arab regula- 
tions on radiation and pollution 
of the environment, blood trans- 
fusions, precautionary measures 
against AJDS and rules governing 
toe general Arab medical board's 
examinations of doctors in va- 
rious specialisations. Dr. Hamzeh 
said. 

In addition, he said the council 
passed resolutions on the market- 
ing of Arab pharmaceutical pro- 
ducts, toe registration of Arab 
medicines and drugs and setting 
up an Arab vaccines centre in 


Amman. 

The council decided to hold its 
next meeting in Amman in April 
1987 and decided to endorse the 
nomination of Jordan as member 
of the executive council of the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) at the organisation's 
coming meeting. Dr. Hani Oweis 
from the Health Ministry will run 
for the vacant position, 6r. Ham- 
zeh added. 

Sudan's Prime Minister A! 
Sadeq A1 Mahdi made a speech at 
the council’s closing session paying 
tribute to Jordan for its support 
to the Sudanese people to help 
them overcome the effects of 
drought and famine and for pro- 
viding medical help to the vic- 
tims. Dr. Hamzeh added. 

During his stay in Sudan the 
minister" met with a number of 
Arab health ministers to discuss 
bilateral cooperation. Dr. Ham- 
zeh also met with a group of 
people representing toe Sudanese 
city of Kass where Jordanian 
medical teams have been provid- 
ing medical assistance. 


Federation to hold spring 
camp for the handicapped 


AQABA (Petra) — The Jordan 
Sports Federation for toe Hand- 
icapped (JSFH) will organise a 
1987 spring camp in Aqaba on 
Friday under the patronage of 
His Highness Prince Ra’d Ibn 
Zaid, toe chief chamberlain. 

The festival will be held at A1 
Thagher society for toe care of 
handicapped people in the port 
city, according to Mr. Ibrahim 
Abu Halil, toe president of the 
society. He said that the camp, 
which will remain open until July 
26, will offer a chance to all 
members of toe public and volun- 
teers to orient themselves on the 


needs of toe handicapped and to 
offer help to the organisations 
which care for handicapped peo- 
ple in toe Kingdom. 

At present the number of 
handicapped people in Aqaba 
stands at 300. Mr. Abu Halil 
added. He said that plans are 
going ahead for organising a com- 
petition for some 800 handicap- 
ped persons from different parts 
of toe Kingdom. 

At least 105 handicapped per- 
sons are being employed in orga- 
nising the camp's activities which 
will be carried out under the 
supervision of 45 specialists. 
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Drawing of: March 17, 1987 




Winning Tickets 


Holder of ticket No. 489T2 

Wins JD 20,000 


r Ten consolation prizes totalling JO 800 each wins JD 80 ^ 
48973 48982 48072 49972 58972 
48971 48962 48872 47972 38972 

Holder of ticket No. 48549 

Wins JD 5,000 

Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 400 each wins JD 40 

48540 48559 48649 49549 58549 
48548 48539 48449 47549 38549 

Holder of ticket No. 19961 

Wins JD 2,500 

Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 200 each wins JD 20 

19962 19971 19061 10961 29961 
19960 19951 19861 18961 09961 

Holder of ticket No. 31483 

Wins JD 2,000 

Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 100 each wins JD 10 

31484 31493 31583 32483 41483 
31482 31473 31383 30483 21483 

Holder of ticket No. 43407 

Wins JD 1,000 

Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 80 each wins JD 8 

43408 43417 43507 44407 53407 
43406 43497 43307 42407 33407 

Holder of ticket No. 44572 
Wins JD 1,000 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 60 each wins JD 6 

44573 44582 44672 45572 54572 
44571 44562 44472 43572 34572 

Holder of ticket No. 33508 

Wins JD 800 

Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 40 each wins JD4 

33509 33518 33608 34508 43508 
33507 33598 33408 32508 23508 

Holder of ticket No. 01054 

L Wins JD 600 > 


Ten consolation prizes totalling JD 20 each wins JD 2 

01055 01064 01154 02054 11054 
L 01053 01044 01954 00054 51054 


Ticket numbers 


53612 50062 58855 14154 


win JD 200 each 


Ticket numbers 


53931 03180 54671 


win JD 100 each 


TICKETS ENDING WITH 




1557 7260 5208 4624 3705 win jd 20 each 

4061 6462 1506 2270 4106 win jd 10 each 

627 007 163 207 793 

Win JD 5 each 

6000 tickets ending with £ Win JD 2 each. 


COVER PRIZES FOR THE LOTTERY SELLERS 


Thirty covers, attached to the stub of 10 ending in 


897 082 196 972 221 


Win JD 10 


Winners of the grand prizes in the ordinary issue number 338 of March 2, 1987 



r,a 

SuMOablan 
Juash — Con scrip t 
JO 10.000 







Hart Mi 


AJ-SayBd Salmon 
Amman — Solder 
Half first JD 10.000 


Rabah Al Dabbas 
San — Dnwr 
Hb» second JO 2^00 


Ibrartm Assal 
Amman — Merchant 
Half second JD £500 


Rtas AMjouz 
Annan — Student 
HaB third JD 1.250 


Falma Spetat) 
Amman — housewife 
Haff th«d JO 1.2S0 


Sriaa'ban Oshak 
Jerasn — Labourer 
HaB fourth JD :.000 


Next Drawing takes place on April 2, 1987 

First eight biggest prizes are issued from GUVS headquarters. 
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Testing ground 


THE regular six-monthly session of Arab League foreign ministers in 
Tunis on April 1 has a special significance; it conies when the time is 
ripe to pnsh for a comprehensive settlement of the Arab-Isradi 
conflict and the Palestinian problem which lies at the core of all 
problems in the Middle East. The meeting follows the endorsement by 
tbe European Community (EC) of the idea for an international Middle 
conference under U-N. auspices, and renewed international 
interest towards convening such a forum. Washington, which is 
reeling from the political Halloat of the Iran arms scandal, could be 
poshed to move beyond its reluctant acceptance of the conference idea 
and assume a more active role. 

On the other end of the balance of coarse is the split within the 
Israeli government over the issue; bat let ns look on tbe brighter side 
of the situation. Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Penes, who is backed 
by the so-called moderate elements in Israel, has committed his 
country to attending the proposed conference. The atmosphere is full 
of expectations and revived hopes, but at tbe same time the Arab 
foreign minis ters’ nwtinp in Tunis could also use the situation to test 
' the real American and Israefi intentions, winch, more often than not, 
are influenced by the status of unity within the Arab 'World. Tbe 
oft-heard criticism in the international scene is that the Arabs are 
unable to “get their act together.” Is it too much to ask, and to expect 
from the Tunis for a wnjffwd Arab stand to challenge Israel 

and its s u perpower ally to show their true colours? 

Arab flexibility is the need of the day; and „ordan has set tbe 
example for maximum flexibility without having to surrender Arab 
honour and dignity or the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. 
But are the rest of the Arab states ready for such a critical test, tbe 
outcome of which could determine tbe ftatnre course of tbe Palestinian 
straggle? Are they ready to bury their petty differences for the cause 
of Palestine? , 

No-one needs any reminders of the formidable obstacles to 
convening an intenuttioaaJ conference. Tbe Israeli split over the issue, 
American hesitancy and Soviet and Chinese partkqiation, are of 
course the mayor issues to be considered. At the same time, tbe 
absence of a united Arab stand discourages tbe international 
community at large from exerting any real efforts towards solving tbe 
Middle East problem. 

That brings ns to the crucial question: We are aware that tbe Tunis 
iHMting could not very wefl take derisions, but tbe foreign ministers 
could pave the way for a gathering of Arab beads of state. If tbe Arab 
lenders could not get together to decide on a crucial tone tint has been 
pla guing tbe Arab World for the -past 37 years, what is tbe use of 
international efforts to solve the p^Mem? 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


AI Ra 7; What do Iranians want? 

THE constant threats by Iran's rulers about launching a decisive 
battle against Iraq prompts us to ask what are the real objectives of 
such offensives? And what do the Iranian rulers hope to achieve? It is 
dear from the battles over the past six years, that the Iranians were 
not able to achieve anything largely of course due to the solid and 
firm position of Iraq and the defence and resistance the Iranians 
continue to face. The answer to the question also lies in the reality 
which the Iranians are facing in the battlefield. They have big dr eams 
of course, but none of them is coming true, and the great victory in 
tbe minds of the regime in Tehran will remain a mere dream that can 
never be achieved. The Iranians having found themselves unable to 
achieve any successes continue to brag about a dedrive battle which 
they would launch on Iraq and achieve a final victory. But in the 
meantime, they continue to send thousands of Iranian young people 
to their death by forcing them to go to the battiefront, well aware that 
they will not fulfil the dreams of the Tehran rulers and realising in 
advance that these troops will end up dead or taken prisoner. The 
regime in Tehran is stalling and trying to prolong die duration of the 
war as long as possible since their own fate has been decided, because 
it is doseiy connected with this conflict and will remain in power as 
long as the war lasted. On the other hand, Iran continues to suffer 
from internal divisions and from material and human losses; and the 
people of Iran continue to lose as they wait for their leaders to 
achieve an imaginary victory. 

AI Dustour: Confronting the enemy 

AT the end of the Islamic Awakening se minar in Amman, Prince 
Hassan issued a warning to the Islamic mass es a gains t the Zionist 
danger and Israel. He said that the Zionists continue to seek a 
fragmentation of the Arab World and the balkanisation of countries 
around the state of Israel so that the Jewish state will remain 
powerful and dominating the whole region. One close look at history 
reveals that Zionism has succeeded in achieving part of this goal by 
first establishing the state of Israel itself which serves as a poisoned 
dagger stabbing the backs of the Arab states. Having established a 
base amidst the Arab region, Zionism is now bent on launching 
aggression on the Arab countries and at the same time consolidating 
its hold on Arab territory seized since 1967. Israel’s intention of 
continuing its present policy and its objective of imposing domination 
on Arab lands appears quite clear in a document prepared by a 
special committee chaired by former defence minister Ariel Sharon. 
For this reason, Prince Hassan called Muslim nations to strengthen 
their stand and confront common challenges with greater self 
confidence.. This can be achieved by real democratic rule, and by 
deepenig on sound scientific and religious concepts. 


Sawt AI Shaab: Beirut enjoys peace 

WEST Beirut these days enjoys calm and peace that the city has 
missed for years, and this is no doubt, due largely to the imposition of 
force against the militia groups that used to cause so much fear and 
destruction in the Lebanese capital. Another reason for this peace 
and quiet is the quick and constructive response to the new 
"arrangements by the leaders of Lebanon’s political parties who hope 
now that this quiet and this peace will gradually spread across 
Lebanon to prevail m all regions. But this achievement can J>e 
considered as only a 'prelude to a total reconciliation among the 
various warring groups and the settlement of the whole issue through 
a just and lasting formula acceptable to all parties and factions. At 
the same time, efforts are underway for holding a meeting between 
the presidents of Lebanon and Syria for the sake of arriving at 
general outlines for a lasting solution, and the Lebanese people 
attach great hopes on these efforts and are awaiting their success. But 
it should be stated that the making of peace takes some time to be 
completed in view of the divergent views and the existence of 
disputes and divisions among the militias and their leaders and the 
political parties that dominate them. But at least g ■ound has now 
been paved for further steps to be taken towards a lasting peace. 


The decision of the twelve Euro- 
pean Community states to back a 
Middle East international peace 
conference, which they took in 
'Brussels on 23 February, marks a 
new stage in the Europeans cam- 
paign to give the EEC a sharper 
international political profile. It is 
motivated in part by real fears of 
the consequences of the prot- 
racted stalling in the peace-mak- 
ing process but also by a desire to 
assert its own views on the future 
of tbe Middle East against those 
of the United States. 

After the 23 February meeting 
EEC foreign ministers cautioned 
against any exaggerated expecta- 
tions about a speedy agreement 
on how an international confer- 
ence might be constituted. The 
Twelve were also anxious not to 
give the impression that they 
would launch themselves into a 
kind of high profile public Middle 
East initiative as the Community 
did with the famous Venice dec- 
laration of 1980. The British and 
West Germans, in particular, are 
anxious not to move further or 
•fas ter than the main parties in- 
volved in the region. But while 
the energetic Belgian foreign 
minister, Mr. Leg Tindemans, 
the current president of the EEC 
connci] of ministers , may be held 
in check, the Twelve will be 
actively involved in discussions 
about the constitution and timing 
of any conference. 

The Europeans are particularly 
concerned that the actions of the 
Reagan a dminis tration in the 
Middle East, notably the arms 


Why Europe goes its own way 


sales to Iran, threaten “Western 
interests” as a whole. They know 
that Jordan’s relations with the 
West are at an aD time low and 
they want to take some initiative 
to help Jordan and the other 
moderate Arab regimes. • 

Tbe Europeans are concerned 
that tbe actions of tbe Reagan 
administration in tbe Middle 
East threaten Western in - 
terests as a whole. 

They have been encouraged in 
renewing a more active diploma- 
tic role by the personal message 
sent by the Soviet leader, Mr. 
Mikhail Gorbachev, to the minis- 
ters on the eve of their meeting 
urging them to support Soviet 
proposals for a conference. In the. 
end the EEC derision fell short of 
this in so far as it emphasised the 
role of the conference in provid- 
ing purely a “framework” for 
essentially bilateral talks between 
Israel and tbe key Arab states. 
On the other band the European 
ministers are remarkably optimis- 
tic that there are enough hopeful 
straws in the wind not to make 
the idea of such a conference 
totally Utopian. To this end they 
point to the statements of Shimon 
Feres, backing, on certain condi-. 
tions, the “ minimalis t 1 * version of 
a conference, the renewed dia- 
logue between Jordan and the 
PLO and the conviction — not 
altered by the Syrian intervention 
in Beirut — that President Assad 
wants better relations with the 
West and with the European 


By John 

Community in particular. 

For the moment die EEC is 
maintaining its ignited sanctions 
agai n st Damascus for the alleged 
involvement of a section of the 
regime in backing terrorist 
groups. But, with the exception 
of the British Prime Minister, 
Mrs. Thatcher, most BBC gov- 
ernments want to restore full 
diplomatic relations with Syria as 
soon as is decent. 

The strong statement on the 
Middle East issued by the Twelve 
reflects the renewed priority 
being given to developing the 
Co mmu n i ty's own foreign policy 
positions on world affairs. This is, 
above all, a reaction to the 
marked deterioration in trans- 
Atlantic relations with the 
Reagan administration in the past 
year. 

The European Community and 
the United States are, in truth, 
already involved in the opening 
salvoes of an Atlantic trade war 
over matters ranging from farm 
exports to the European Airbus. - 
There are also marked differ- 
ences between the Americans 
and the Europeans over interna- 
tional economic and financial 
matters, not least because of what 
the EEC sees as the grossly irres- 
ponsible U.S. federal budget and 
foreign trade deficits. These, they 
fear, if un corrected, will push the 
Western world as a whole into an 
eventual new economic reces- 
sion. 

Most serious of all is the grow- 
ing rap between the U.S. and its 
NATO allies over strategy in the 


Palmer 

nuclear arms reduction talks be- 
tween the U.S. and the Soviet 
Union. Although they are for the 
most part ruled by right of centre 
governments, the West Euro- 
peans are angered and fearful of 
President Reagan’s apparent de- 
termination to press ahead with 
“Star Wars” development even if 
this scuppers the anti-ballistic 
missil e treaty and hopes of a 
breakthrough m the Geneva aims 
talks. Linked with these frictions 
are differences over foreign poli- 
cy issues, above aD strategy in 
Central America and tbe Middle 
East. The Europeans were appal- 
led at the Irangate affair, and 
have fallen out with Washington 
very sharply over support for the 
Nicaraguan contras. 


[There are] differences over 
strategy in Central America 
and tbe Middle East. 


As far as the Middle East is 
concerned, European Commun- 
ity governments fear that the 
virtual political implosion of the 
Reagan administration will para- 
lyse the U.S. from playing a 
constructive role in reviving the 
peace process. This, they believe, 
will only weaken the West’s allies 
among the moderate Arab regim- 
es the longer it continues. On the 
other hand, the Europeans are 
cynical about how evenhanded 
any U.S. administration will be, 
given the power of the pro-Israeli 
lobby. For this reason they are 
now willing to give a public posh 
to die international peace confer- 


ence in the belief that, at least, 
the U.S. wfll not veto the initia- 
tive. Of course differences re- 
main over just what such a con- 
ference would be empowered to 
do. It is not dear how much 
separates the views of tbe EEC 
'and the Soviet government, 
although the Europeans are in- 
creasingly impressed with what 
they see as Mr. Gorbachev’s con- 
structive stance on foreign policy 
as well as his liberalising internal 
initiatives. 

The crunch between the Euro- 
pans and their American allies 
may arise if tbe U.S. moves to 
reduce some of tbe 325,000 
troops it keeps stationed in West- 
ern Europe. European public 
opinion is increasingly favourable 
to die closure of U.S. nuclear 
bases and die withdrawal of nuc- 
lear missiles. But a troop pullout 
would £ ace the Europeans with 
the embarrassing choice between 
«aHng down NATO’s goals and 
trying to find tbe money and 
manpower to replace the Amer- 
icans. 

Tbe worse the U.S. budgetary 
crisis the more likely a future 
Democratic ad min i s tr ation wiH 
be to save money on America’s 
overseas commitments. This is 
already reflected in American 
pressure on the Nakasone gov- 
ernment to step up Japan's de- 
fence spending. What remains to 
be seen is whether a full scale 
crisis with the U.S. will result in 
the Europeans underlining or re- 
treating from their first tentative 
steps towards greater political 


autonomy from Washington This 
is the point at which differences 
among the 12 EEC states and 
more generally among the Euro- 
pean NATO governments may 
become critical. A majority of 
European NATO stales appear 
to have lost all confidence that 
they can really influence the 
Reagan administration and that 
therefore the EEC has no reason 
to play down its ow policies and 
interests. 

— ■ — » 
A majority of NATO states 
have lost all confidence that 
they can really influence tbe 
Reagan administration. 

For her part Mrs. Thatcher still 
pits overriding priority on main- 
taining dose and loyal relations 
with tbe Reagan administration. 
What may be most significant in 
the longer run, however, are the 
signs that the normally very pro- 
U.S. Atlantkast West German 
government is losing patience 
with Washington. Strengthened 
by the results of die West Ger- 
man elections, the foreign nrinis-^ 
ter, Mr. Hans Dietrich Genscher, 
is determined to improve rela- 
tions with the Soviet bloc, both 
for economic and political 
reasons. If tbe West Germans 
now throw their weight behind 
greater European independence 
m foreign policy ami defence 
matters the EEC can hardly avoid 
the breach with the U.S. becom- 
ing wider still — Middle East 
International, London. 


Black miners’ 
union demands 
end to migrant 
labour system 


By David Crary 

The Associated Press 

JOHANNESBURG — The main 
black miners’ union has issued 
die most sweeping demand of its 
five-year history — an end to the 
migrant labour system on which 
South Africa’s mining industry 
depends. ' • - 

-Under the system, mindiS are 
recruited from neighbouring 
countries and distant black homo- 
lands to live away from their 
families in single-sex mine hostels 
for at least 11 months each year. 

The National Union of Mine- 
workers, whi ch claims to repre- 
sent 360,000 of the country’s 
600,000 black miners, demanded 
early this month that mine own- 
ers pledge by March 30 to negotj- 
I ate an end to the migrant system 
and provide family boosing for all 
j miners that want it. Without such 
a pledge, die NUM said, tbe 
miiiers will prepare for a national 
strike. 

Tbe ultimatum, accompanied 
by a demand for a 55 per cent 
wage increase, indicated the un- 
ion’s growing confidence in its 
bargaining power with an indus- 
try that generates about 15 per 
cent of South Africa’s gross 
domestic product and 60 per cent 
of its export earnings. 

“It has taken us five years to 
build an effective mass base — a 
power base with which we can 
mount an as sault on the comman- 
ding heights of the mining indus- 
try,’’ said Maroel Golding, the 
NTJM’s assistant general 
secretary. 

Golding said the union also 
wants an interim arrangement in 
which elected worker representa- 
tives are given control rtf the 
hostels. 

The Oiamber of Mines, which 
collectively represents the mine 
owners, has not responded pub- 
licly to the demands. Spokesmen 
for individual companies suggest 

that the Hhangm: sought by the 

NUM could be accomplished 
only at immense cost and over 
many years. 

“It would put quite a number 
of mines out of business,” said 
Attie Roets, spokesman for one 
of the biggest companies, gold 
fields. 

Roets said gold fields' .mines, 
“within their respective financial 
restraints, will continue the ex- 
pansion of accommodation for 
married employees. We will try 
to meet the demand as far as we 
can.” 

Golding stressed that the union 
is not willing to wait very long. 

“We’re not talking about tbe 
□ext 10 to 15 years,” be said. 
“We’re talking about the next 
few yers.” 

Acceptance of the NUM^ de- 
mand would raise the possibility 
of hundreds of thousands of min- 
ers’ dependents seeking to move 
near mines in areas where the 
government-, as part of its apar- 
theid system of racial separation, 
has straggled to limit the number 
of blacks. 

In 1985, the most recent year 
for which statistics are available, 
migrant workers from outside 


South Africa constituted about 40 
percent of the 511,000 black gold 
and coal miners — 107,000 from 
Lesotho, 51,000 from Mozambi- 
que, 18,000 from Botswana, 
17,000 from Malawi and 13,000 
from Swaziland. One of the 
Lesotho migrants who lives in a 
hostel is die NUM’s president, 
James Motlalsi. 

•iHagrast ma j o ri ty oftfae miners 
fccanSouth Africa live migrant 
lives, far away from their fami- 
lies. About 150,000 of them come 
to mines in the northern half of 
the country from die nominally 
independent homelands of Trans- 
kei and CSskei, 

Fewer than 5 per cent of all the 
black mmeis live at die mines 
with their families, and there is a 
web of legislation preventing 
most migrants' dependents from 
mitering South Africa either from 
the homelands or abroad. 

The migrant system began 
almost as soon as gold was disco- 
vered a century ago in the then- 
underpopulated area around pre- 
sent-day Johannesburg. 

In defending the system, indus- 
try officials cite the important 
role the migrants play in providing 
foreign exchange to their econo- 
mically troubled home countries, 
sspportiagjau estimated one mil- 
lion dependents with earnings 
totaling $500 milli on annually. 
Their average pay of roughly 400 
rand ($200) a month is three or 
four times what many workers in 
South Africa’s neighbouring 
countries earn. 

Golding said the NUM had no 
desire to reduce the number of 
foreign miners rather, it wanted 
the owners to offer family hous- 
ing to those seeking it. 

But there are doubts within tbe 
industry as to whether tbe gov- 
ernment which in the past has 
threatened to expel foreign work- 
ers, would allow alien dependents 
into South Africa. And one 
Chamber of Mines official, 
speaking on condition he not be 
identified, said many migrants 
would not want their families to 
accompany them. 

“Some have farms at home and 
would worry about who would 
look after them,” he said. “Some 
jest want to min e for a few years 
and make some money to go 
home and buy land or a tractor.” 

Gold fields' Roets said mine 
owners face a continuing problem 
trying to recruit urban South 
African blacks from townships 
relatively near the mines. 

Traditionally, mine hostels 
have been segregated by tribe or 
nationality, and the NUM has 
blamed such divisions for faction- 
al fighting that claimed more than 
130 lives last year. The owners 
have questioned this conclusion 
and say miners have resisted 
occasional attempts to create 
ethnically mixed hostels. 

However, the nation’s biggest 
mining conglomerate, Anglo 
American, has opened an inves- 
tigation into the causes of tbe 
factional fighting. Anglo also has 
acknowledged drawbacks in the 
migrant labour system and en- 
dorsed the general goal of provid- 
ing miners with family housing. 


Election pits Gandhi against Communists 


By INfip Ganguly 

The Associated Press 

NEW DELHI, India — Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi faces a 
test of his popularity halfway 
through his term in state elections 
neat week that pit his Congress 
Party against Co mmunis t opposi- 
tion. 

In tiie March 23 balloting, the 
Congress Party will try to keep 
control of the state assembly in 
Kerala and challeng e Communist 
rule in West Bengal legislature. 
Marxist parties have traditionally 
been strong in both states. 

Congress has formed a coali- 
tion with a Muslim party in the 
Mushm-majority northern state 
of Kashmir in a third- electicgL 

Fifty-five million people “are 
registered to vote in the three 
states. -«fv.« 

Congress has lost in three ear- 
lier state elections since Gandhi 
came to power in 1984. But the 
party maintains this was by de- 
sign: In an effort to quiet violent 
disputes in the three states, Gan- 
dhi made peace pacts with region- 
al powers and Congress conceded 
the legislative majority. 

Next week’s vote, therefore, is 
the first real test for Gandhi’s 
party since 1984. Romesh Tha- 
par, a leading political analyst, 
said in an interview the results 
will serve as judgment for Gandhi 


as party leader. 

“For Congressmen, the elec- 
tion is inmoxtant not because of 
who wins, Wt it will be a test for 
Gandhi as a vote-catcher,” he 
said. “Gandhi's image as a leader 
has gone down, there is resent- 
ment in his party and if he fails to 
project himself as the vote-catch- 
er, the boy is in serious trouble.” 

Gandhi faces no immediate 
national challenge. Federal elec- 
tions to five-year parliament 
terms are not due until 1989, and 
no single opposition leader can 
match Gandhi in stature. 

But a Congress official, who 
spoke on condition of not being 
identified, said continued losses 
in state ■ elections -could cause, 
morale problems for tire party 
and Gandhi. ■■ 

Thapar also said the Congress 
Party’s power has always rated 
on its leader’s popularity. 

“The Congress won past elec- 
tions not because it has any better 
policy, but because it always had 
c harismatic leaders and there was 
no solid united oppo s ition," be 
said. 

Gandhi's mother. Prime Minis- 
ter Indira Gandhi, was immense- 
ly popular, as was his grand- 
father, Jawaharlal Nehra, the 
country’s first prime minister. 

Tbe present leader, a 42-year- 
old former pilot, came to power 


in December 1984 in the Hugest 
vote the Congress Party ever re- 
ceived. The election was held 
amid an outpouring of emotion at 
the slaying of his mother two 
months eanier, but Rajiv Gandhi 
also came off as a young, active 
man ready to battle Luna's ills. 

Since then, however, he has 
faced growing criticism from 
newspapers, opposition politi- 
cians and even a few in his own 
party. Some compbmts fay Con- 
gressmen have focused on elec- 
tion losses. 

Of the 24 Indian states, opposi- 
tion parties control state assemb- 
lies in eigjit. More than 30 per 
cent of India’s 780 millio n 
popolationr.ltyein those stated 

Congress loin elections ih Pun-' 
jab, Assam and Mizoram states, 
where Gandhi negotiated peace 1 
pacts in an effort to quiet simmer- 
ing independence movements. 

As part of those pacts, Gandhi 
conceded a degree of independ- 
ence, and Congress did not go all 
out to win a legislative majority. 
Nawal Kishore Sbarma, a general 
secretary of the Congress Party, 
said tiie moves held India 
together. 

“This is the price we paid in the 
interest of the country,” he said. 

The three upcoming elections 
have their share of religious or 
ethnic significance. In Kashmir, 


the Muslim religion is a factor. 

In West Bengal, Nepalese-ori- 
gin Gurkhas in the north want 
their own separate Indian state. 
Gurkha nationalists are boycot- 
ting the polls, charging Marxists 
have bought the vote. 

But most observers view the 
West Bengal and Kerala elections 
as battles between Gandhi’s Cony 
gress Party and the Communists.' 

West Bengal, whose capital is 
crowded Calcutta, has been 
under Communist control since 
1977. A Communist-led front has 
238 members in the 294-scat 
house. Congress has 51 members. 

Kerala had the world’s first 
elected Communist g ov ernment 
in 1957, and Communists have 
ruled on and off since. They lost 
the last elections, in 1982, to a 
Congress-led coalition that holds 
77 seats against 63 for the left 
Democratic Front in tbe 140- 
member Kerala assembly. 

Gandhi has made repeated 
trips to tiie two states and criti- 
cised the Communists, calling 
them anarchists. 

Congress has made no predic- 
tions on the outcome. But Pra- 
kasb Karat, a member of the 
Marxist Communist Party’s cen- 
tral committee, said the Com- 
munist-led front would win in 
West Bengal and had a very good 
chance in Kerala. 


Pragmatic policies make new 
Tanzanian president popular 


By Robert Powefl 

Reuter 

DAR ES SALAAM — Tanza- 
nian President Ali Hassan 
Mwinyi has emerged from the 
long shadow of Ins predecessor 
Julius Nyerere to become a popu- 
lar and effective leader in his own 


economic recovery prog- 
ramme has drifted away from 
Nyerere’s socialist principles, bat 
has attracted massive support 
from western donors and approv- 
al at home. 

He is turning out to be stronge r 
than anyone could possibly have 
hoped for,” one European diplo- 
mat said. 

Since Mwinyi came to power 18 
months ago, consumer goods 
have reappeared in the shops, 
potholed roads and rusting rail- 
ways are being repaired and im- 
ported trucks, fertiliser, pesti- 
cides and spare parts are once 
more available. 

Fanners are being paid higher 
prices for their crops and private 
enterprise enjoys a bigger role in 
the economy, long dominated by 
inefficient parastatal companies. 

Local analysts say most people 
have welcomed MwinyTs new 
approach to the economy after . 
years of decline under Nyerere. 

During the late 1970s and early 
1980s, the rhetoric of Nyererea 
Socialism was more in evidence 
than its achievements. 

“Any policy that alleviates 
poverty I would accept as Social- 
ism,” said Jeannette Hartman, a 
lecturer in political sociology at 
Dar Es Salaam University,' re- 
flecting the new mood of prag- 
matism in government. 

Nyerere has moderated 
MwinyTs reforming zeal by re- 
taining the chairmanship erf the 
ruling Chama Cha Mapindnzi 


(Revolutionary Party), after re- 
tiring as president in November 
1985. 

From his powerful if low-pro- 
file party position, Nyerere re- 
mains a strong influence over the 
country which he led to inde- 
pendence in 1961 and ruled con- 
tinuously for 24 years. 

A crucial question for Mwinyi’s 
government is whether Nyerere 
will retire completely by relin- 
quishing tbe CCM chairmanship 
at the party’s national con fere nce 
in October. 

Nyerere has said publicly he 
would retire to allow Mwinyi to 

last month h^told ^IbeGCM 
newspaper Uhnru that he might 
stay on as CCM chairman if he 
received a popular mandate. 

There have recently been signs 
that Nyerere is trying to slow 
down Mwinyi’s move away from 
his own doctrine of Socialism and 
self reliance, expressed in tiie 
1967 Arusha declaration. 

On Feb. 5, Nyerere made a 
speech strongly defending the 
Arusha declaration and roundly 
condemning tiie International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), with 
which Mwinyi signed an 18- 
month standby agreement last 
August 

Tbe IMF agreement is the lin- 
chpin of Mwinyi’s economic re- 
covery programme, since it 
underwrites §300 million of fresh 
aid in ament 1986/87 financial 
year and a major rescheduling of 
Tanzania’s $3.2 billion external 
debt 

Nyerere posed an even dearer 
challenge to Mwinyi at the end of 
February,, when tiie national ex- 
ecutive committee of the CCM, 
under his leadership, called for an 
end to devaluation at the same 
time as a visiting IMF mission was 
complaining privately to the gov- 


ernment that devaluation was not 
going fast enough. 

Diplomats and local analysts 
say Nyerere would deal a 
crashing blow to MwinyTs gov- 
ernment if he stayed on for a 
further term as CCM chairman to 
snipe at his policies. “It would be 
like slapping Mwinyi in tine face,” 
one western diplomat said. 

The government of the auton- 
omous island of Zanzibar, which 
joined Tanganyika in 1964 to 
form the Republic of Tanzania, 
opposed a farther term for Nye- 
rere, official Zanzibari sources 
said. 

Zanzibar, winch has liberalised 
its economy much faster than the 
m ai n l an d, might secede from 
their fragile onion if Nyerere in- 
sists on staying, they added. 

The island of 600,000 people is 
setf-govenring and manage its 
own foreign exdiange income, 
but it has fallen on hard times 


owing to low world prices fa 
doves, its main export. 

Zanzibar complains that it re 
oaves virtually none of the fore 
ign aid pouring into Tanzania anc 
the island government has begm 
looking at new sources of income 
such as tourism, shipping anc 
offshore banking. 

Zanzibar was part of tbi 
empire of Oman until the mid 
19th century, 

Sultan Qaboos Bin Said o: 
Oman has offered to bnfld Tanri . 
bar a $40 million intexnatioua 
®“port, tiie sources noted. 

Mwinyi, 62, is a mainlands 
who grew up and made Ins poli- 
tical career in Zanzibar before 
becoming president of Tanzania, 
the sources said his lead* 
e i ship constitutes a strong bond 
holding together Zanzibar and 
the mainland together, despite 
™ e current wave of separatist 
rumblings. 


LETTERS 


Misleading 


To the Editor; 


On one hand I wish to extend my thanks to you and the Jordan 
Tunes for your interest in important medical problems and 
achievements. On the other hand, however I have to comment on 
tiie article ‘Taking a 450kflometre walk for charity” in the 
Jordan Times issue of March 10. 

Yon are quoting my colleague Dr. Khouiy as saying “nerve 
Jseasw.... have not received enough attention in Jordan.” And 
tins is followed by “....to bring specialists to treat and train local 
doctors... . 

This sequence must give the impression that Jordan was lacking 
aflwhat is needed to treat such patients. This is not only 
absolutely wrong but unfair and misleading. 

Dr. S. Safa* 

NewowrgefflC 

Amman. 
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Joint exhibition indicates progress, 
adventure in local art movement 


By Meg Abu HsmAm 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordan Artist’s 
Association continues its season 
at its new premises with an ex- 
hibition of work by association 
members. Like that of the Young 
Jordanian Painters held at the 
Royal Cultural Centre some 
three weeks ago, this is an in- 
teresting and enjoyable collection 
with some good work from both 
established and new names alike. 
Although some of the pieces have 
been exhibited before, the gener- 
ally high standard of tire submit- 
ted works is gratifying as it is an 
indication of just how far the art 
movement in Jordan has come in 
tbe last few years. 

Tbe highlights of the show for 
many wul be tbe two almost 
classical pieces in their field. Na- 
bil Shahadeh's art away abstract 
suspended between two sheets of 
perspex has a strange trompe 
l’oeil effect for, although you feel 
the painting is “broken,” the 
paint on the perspex itself sug- 
gests a continuity between the 
two surfaces. This format is new 
for Shahadeh but the actual ab- 
stract is very much what we have 
come to expect from this artist — 
strong dark colours applied in 
bold sweeps, balanced and coun- 
ter balanced to perfection, to 
produce a unique tightness and 
unity within the p ainting . Yet, 
despite the control and the almost 
mathematical precision with 
which Shahadeh applies his col- 
ours, there is a spontaneity, a free 
flowing movement that hints at 
deep, sad but volatile emotions 
struggling to emerge. 

The other piece is Kuram Nun- 
n’s head of the artist Azziz 
Ammoura. Molded in plaster and 
painted matt blade, this larger- 
than-life portrait is exceptionally 
dazing and strong. The bold sym- 
metrical features which are a un- 
ion of the formal with the realistic 
are enhanced by a luxuriant head 
of hair, whose exaggerated 
volume and wave lends the piece 
a surprising sensuousness. Re- 
laying tbe personality of the titter 
with perception and sympathy, 
Nimri has created a piece of art 
that puts one in mind of the 
so-called “reserve heads” that 




i y--X ■* \ 


f'l V.t.;' 




r - - 

- j-y.v - • 


Bold, blocky painting by Mohammad A1 Jaloos 


were often placed, tbe reason is 
not known, outride ancient Egyp- 
tian burial chambers. 

From Azziz Ammoura himself 
comes an attractive and unassum- 
ing piece of some presence. Ex- 
ecuted in the now famili ar stipliog 
technique Ammoura has 
adopted, the flowing cahgraphy is 
enhanced by different texturing 
and effects that fill and 

frame the piece. 

-» Other good work from more 
established artists comes from 
Jalal Arafat — impressionistic 
landscapes in greeny blues — 
from Diana Shamoonki — a clev- 
er depiction of a crowd reduced 
to pink faces and single colour 
clothes, which effectively uses 
composition and die repetition of 
form to give the scene its dynam- 
ism and from Abdul Raouf Sha- 
moon. Shamoun's work, at first, 
seems totally abstract but gra- 
dually, from within the bold 
strokes of bright colour, a group 
of figures emerge, moving di- 
agonnally across the beige 
painted canvas. With their heads 
wrapped and their backs turned 


towards the viewer, they press 
forward, die mass of the figures 
broken up by hastily zigzagging 
lines that denote so econonricaDy 
the fold of the doth and tight and 
shade. 

The work of two recent gradu- 
ates is also notable. Munza 
Hamarneh, fresh back from his 
studies at the Damascus 


ART REVIEW 


Academy for Fine Art, has pro- 
duced a well-drawn and rendered 
painring of three Syrian men sell- 
ing their vegetables in a street 
market. Squatting over their bas- 
kets of lettuces and radishes, they 
form a classic grouping that is set 
off by the diagonal of the street 
barrow behind them. Hamarneh 
has yet to find his own style, but 
the beginnings of something in- 
teresting can be seen in his mix- 
ture of bold swiris of colour with 
finely painted details as seen in 
die faces and hands of his sub- 


Experts seek cause of Cameroun lake disaster 


By- Claude Regjn^. L : ; 

Reuter 

YAOUNDE — International sci- 
entists are meeting in Yaounde 
this week to try to determine the 
cause of the disaster seven 
months ago when 1,700 people 
were killed by toxic gas from a 
remote lake in northwestern 
Cameroun. 

Scientists are still not sure if 
such a disaster could happen 
again and, if it could, whether 
they could warn people soon 
enough to save their lives. 

Gose to 100 experts from Asia. 
North and South America, 
Europe, Asia, Africa, Australia 
and New Zealand will exchange 
their findings on the Lake Nyos 
disaster in an effort to decide 
what happened and what can be 
done about it. 

Lengthy on-the-spot investiga- 
tions by experts from all over the 
world have produced no conclu- 
sive evidence so far on why, late 


in the evening of August 21 last 
year, toxic gases including carbon 
dioxide bubbled up from the vol- 


lake. ' x,: ■ 

Then, according- to Camerou- 
nian expert Felix Tchoua, who 


canic lake, 400 km northwest of agrees with the main points of the 
Yaounde, killing 1,734 people. U.S. theory, some external fac- 


ia a six-day conference spon- 
sored by UNESCO and other 
international organisations the 
scientists will defend their con- 
flicting theories. 

All agree that Lake Nyos ex- 


tor, such as huge rocks falling 
into the lake, could have caused 
the gas to be released. 

French scientists on the other 
hand believe that a volcanic vent 
cap below the 680-foot deep lake 


ploded like a shaken bottle of was blown off by the pressure of 
champagne, releasing 1.3 billion the gas which then burst to the 


cubic yards of carbon dioxide 
which poured silently through 


surface. 

If this is what happened, rimi- 


valleys, killing people and amm- far tragedies can strike elsewhere 
ais up to six miles away before without warning, they say. 


dissipating. French vulcanologist Haroun 

But U.S. and French scientists Tazieff. who has studied the Lake 
differ on what caused the explo- Nyos disaster and will be at foe 


si on and on the key question of meeting, has warned that similar 


whether it was volcanic. 

At a meeting of vulcanoiogists 
in January in Hawaii, the Amer- 
icans maintained that foe gas was 
not thrust out violently, but had 
saturated the water after escaping 
gradually from the bottom of tbe 


Fatalistic Thais resist 
Bangkok flood scheme 


explosions could occur in dor- 
mant volcanic lakes in central 
France, Italy and the United 
States. 

Tbere are about 40 volcanic 
lakes similar to Nyos in northwest 
Cameroun and if Tazieffs theory 
is correct no warning signals cam 
help prevent future disasters. 

Two years before the Nyos 
disaster, a lake at nearby Mo- 
noun exploded, lolling 37 people. 


Appendicitis at 1 00 


One hundred years ago, a Boston doctor of medicine, Reginald Fitz, 
identified appendicitis, named it, showed how to diagnose it and 
prescribed an operation that would save tens of millions of lives. The 
authors describe Dr. Fifz’s discovery. 

By Stewart M. Brooks and Natalie A. Brooks 


Jamal Ashur — the other new 
name — has submitted a Klee- 
like print in two colours, terracot- 
ta and black. Full of tiny, wofly 
squiggles, minuscule grids, spid- 
ery-fine drawings of figures, 
leaves, bubbling flasks and hid- 
den faces, these prints swarm 
with graphic inventions, like the 
squirming micro-organisms seen 
beneath high resolution micro- 
scope, all framed by a textured 
edge. 

Not such a new graduate, but 
still a relatively new artist is 
Mohammad Jaloos who studied 
at the Jordan Institute of Fine 
Arts. Jaloos' blocky. abstracts 
are pleasingly bold. Ids vibrant 
blacks, burnt oranges, greens and 
deep blues seeming to emerge from 
beneath energetic strokes of thick, 
white paint that threatens to cover 
all. 

Completing the exhibition — 
along with Ahma d Nawasb’s 
f amiliar bttt Still stilting oils, 
Rafik Lahham’s prints and 
Mahmood Taha’s subtly painted 
tiles — are some more good 
pieces by Ali Ghoul. 


A similar disaster was reported at 
Lake Dieng, Indonesia, in 1979, 
and other incidents this century 
have included a 1903 report of 17 
deaths on the Indian Ocean is- 
land of Karthala and 16 deaths 
near foe Colombian volcano of 
Turace in 1949. 

But Tchoua, a professor- at 
Yaounde University, says it is 
now established that toxic gases 
accumulate over long periods. 

He told foe Cameroun Tribune 
newspaper it was possible to 
monitor these accumulations and 
siphon off foe deadly gases from 
Nyos and other potential disaster 
areas. 

Tchoua and other Camerou- 
nian scientists; have proposed set- 
ting up a. national centre for foe 
study of natural risks which, 
among other things, would moni- 
tor crater lakes. 

About 10,000 survivois living 
in refugee camps want to go 
home to their once prosperous 
lakeshore villages. 

But foe scientists will have to 
answer two questions first — is 
the area fit for habitation and if 
so, what are foe risks of another 
lake explosion. 


ON Sunday, January 27, 2886, a 
twenty-foui-yeaT-oId Boston 
woman experienced searing, ex- 
cruciating pam in her right lower 
abdomen. Her doctor prescribed 
applications of moist heat to her 
abdomen, an enema of warm 
water, and a dose of morphine, 
all to be repeated “as needed.” 
Two days later foe pain had 
subsided, but by afternoon H re- 
turned, this time afflicting the 
entire abdomen. The doctor in- 
creased the dosage of morphine, 
and . foe pain again let up. Over 
foe next two days foe woman’s 
pulse ranged between 88 and 96, 
and her temperature hovered 
between 99 and 100 degrees. On 
Thursday she was given castor oil 
and began to vomit. Vomiting 
continued foe next day and her 
abdomen swelled. Her doctor — 
and two consultants who bad 
been called in — now adminis- 
tered citrate of magnesia, 
calomel, and jalap — all purga- 
tives — and an enema. On Satur- 
day morning her pulse of 140 
became almost imperceptible; 
her abdominal swelling in- 
creased, and her extremities went 
cold. Violent vomiting began 
again, and she died at 12:30 p.m. 

This woman's case appeared in 
foe Boston Medical and Surgical 
Journal in 1886. As it happened, 
there also appeared in foe very 
same issue an extract of a study 
done by a Dr. Reginald Fitz of 
Boston — a study that solved the 
riddle of appendicitis for once 
and for all. Deaths like the one 
described above, until then a 
common occurrence, would begin 
to become a rarity. In his land- 
mark paper, Fitz not only defined 
the nature of the disease but also 
described its proper diagnosis and 
treatment. Today, three hundred 
thousand potentially life-saving 
appendectomies are performed 
each . year in America, and Fitz’s 
work a century ago paved the 
way. 

The appendix and its in- 
flammation took thousands of 
years to be understood. Coptic 
jars, in which Egyptian mum- 
mies' intestines were placed, 
sometimes carried an inscription 
referring to foe '“worm of foe 
bowel,” but do definitive descrip- 
tion of foe organ existed until 
.1492, when -Leonardo da Vinci 
described and drew iL. In 1710 foe 
Flemish anatomist Phillippe 
Veiheyen gave the organ its 
name, appendix vermitormis. 
Most of us, of course, simply say 
appendix. 

The appendix is a sort of worm- 
like finger that protrudes from 
the cecum, foe portion of foe 
large intestine located in the right 
lower abdomen. It usually runs 
three or so inches in length, but 
may exceed ten or more, and has 
a diameter of about one-third of 
an inch. A narrow passageway, 
the lumen, extends down foe 
inside of the appendix beginning 
at foe opening to the cecum, 
where there is a fold of mucous 
membrane called Gerlach's 
valve. What purpose this equip- 
ment may once have served is 
unknown. Most consider foe en- 
tire structure vestigial, but it may 
once have aided in foe digestion 
of oellidose. 

Trouble arises when an ob- 
struction at or near Gerlach’s 
valve inhibits foe flow of appen- 
diceal mucus out into the cecum. 
Pressure inside tbe lumen then 
becomes elevated, squeezing tbe 
appendix walls and foe blood 


vessels therein. Thus distressed, 
foe appendix can fall prey to the 
myriad luminal bacteria, the re- 
sult being inflammation — 
appendicitis. Without treatment 
foe inflammation typically leads 
to gangrene and perforation 
and foe escape of lethal fecal 
material into the abdominal cav- 
ity. The result is peritonitis and 
sometimes death. The obstruc- 
tion may be caused by foreign 
bodies, such as bones, seeds, pits, 
pins, screws, tacks, teeth, para- 
sites and even bubble gum, but 
perhaps the most common cul- 
prits are swollen appendiceal 
lymph tissue and fecaliths — har- 
dened feces. Normally feces are 
held at bay by Gerlach's valve, 
but when they do enter foe 
appendix they dry up and there- 
fore cannot escape. 

The disease began to be pin- 
pointed in foe early nineteenth 
century. In 1812 the British doc- 
tor James Parkinson reported 
that a five-year-old boy bad died 
of a diseased appendix following 
two days of illness. In 1813 a 
German pathologist named 
Wegeler reported a case in which 
“tbe cecum was destroyed by 
gangrene, having its starting 
point in the vermiform appendix, 
in which organ were several 
stones.” In 1839 tbe English 
physicians Thomas Addison and 
Richard Bright wrote, “From 
numerous dissections it proved 
that the fecal abscess thus formed 
in the lower right side arises, in a 
large majority of cases, from the 
disease set up in the appendix.” 
The first surgery involving a dis- 
eased appendix was performed by 
foe English surgeon Henry Han- 
cock in 1848, and in 1884, Rudolf 
Kronlein of Zurich “cut off in 
toto” foe appendix of a stricken 
seventeen-year-old boy. The boy 
died, but ius case was apparently 
foe first in which the disease was 
diagnosed and the organ then 
removed. 

The first reported dear case in 
foe United States of what we now 
call appendidtis occurred in 1815. 
A forty-year-old sea captain 
named Parker Robert was strick- 
en by an “obtuse, deep seated 
pain in the right side of the 
abdomen,” according to his doc- 
tor. Oliver Prescott. Prescott per- 
ceived that foe trouble was in the 
cecum and prescribed a brew of 
calomel, aloes',' senna, gambier, 
niter, potassium subcarbonate, 
opium, and hyoscyamus. Within 
five days foe captain died. An 
autopsy disclosed a cocoa bean at 
foe en trace to his appendix, and 
Presoott recognised this as “un- 
questionably foe immediate cause 
of our patient’s death.” 

Though Prescott was dearly in 
the dangerous dark ages relative 
to tbe management of foe cap- 
tain's disease, he knew no less 
than foe physicians who treated 
foe woman in Boston seventy- 
one-years later. There were in- 
tervening sparks of enlighten- 
ment, but they all faded to throw 
permanent light on the problem 
until Reginald Fitz came along. 

Reginald Heber Fitz was born 
on May 5. 1843. in Chelsea, 
Massachusetts. After receiving 
his M.D. from Harvard in 1868, 
he studied for two years, first in 
Vienna and then in Germany 
under Rudolf Virchow, generally 
regarded as foe father of patholo- 
gy. Returning to Boston in 1870, 
Fitz received appointments as a 
microscopist at the Massachusetts 
General Hospital and as an in- 


structor in pathological anatomy 
at Harvard Medical School. He 
rose quickly at Harvard, becom- 
ing assistant professor in 1873 and 
Shattuck Professor of Pathologic- 
al Anatomy in 1879. 

A student recollected, “His 
lectures were terse , vigorous, 
lucid and models of flawless 
didactic exposition, and in clinical 
exercises his cross-examination 
method and keen forensic style 
were as illuminating as they were 
stimulating According to a 
colleague, Fitz was “not an inves- 
tigator in foe sense that he carried 
out or led original, experimental 
research,” yet his “penetrating 
clearness of vision ... enabled him 
to extract, as could no one else, 
from a mass of apparently unre- 
lated observations, the concise, 
dear clinical picture.” 

Fitz’s pathbreaking paper, enti- 
tled “Perforating Inflammation 
of foe Vermiform Appendix; 
With Special Reference to Its 
Early Diagnosis and Treatment," 
was read before the Asso- 
ciation of American Physicians, 
June 18, 1886, and was published 
in foe American Journal of the 
Medical Sciences foe following 
October. It contained a meticu- 
lous point-by-point analysis of 
466 cases of abdominal disorders 
that had previously beet) various- 
ly diagnosed and showed that 
they all involved a diseased 
appendix. Moreover, Fitz de- 
monstrated that foe disease al- 
ways started at the appendix. He 
wrote that “variations in length, 
position and patency [of foe 
appendix], whether congenital or 
acquired, are of obvious import- 
ance in explaining many of the 
apparent differences in the clinic- 
al histories.” Being an astute 
clinician, Fitz went on to set forth 
simple and effective methods 
both of diagnosis and of treat- 
ment, and he concluded his 
monumental study with three 
fundamental statements: the ear- 
ly recognition of appendicitis is of 
vital importance; its diagnosis is 
usually not difficult; and its treat- 
ment by appendectomy is gener- 
ally indispensable. 

Another truly important thing 
Fitz did in his paper was to 
introduce foe term appendidtis. 
Some two dozen names had pre- 
viously been used for what had 
been thought to be a variety of 
diseases. The new, single name 
would help eliminate this confu- 
sion. Some years later he com- 
mented, ‘The word was coined 
by me purely for practical pur- 
poses. I wished to call attention 
to inflammation of foe vermiform 
appendix as ... that to which 
treatment was directly to be ap- 
plied.... The subject is now so 
well understood that its nomencl- 
ature seems of minor importance 
... [but] I much prefer appendici- 
tis to Fitz* disease.” 

Many considered appendidtis 
a clumsy or ’‘barbarous" word, 
and some suggested substitutes, 
such as apophysitis and 
scolecoiditis. Not a few physi- 
dans, especially in remoter areas 
of the country, began to believe 
there were now two distinct dis- 
eases that afflicted foe right iliac 
fossa — typhlitis (a prevalent 
older term) and appendicitis. For 
a number of years to come, typh- 
litis, perityphlitis, arid even 
“stoppage of foe bowels” would 
continue to be used alongside 
appendidtis. 

Nevertheless, 1886 remained 
foe year of conquest — the “year 
of appendidtis.” As Howard Kel- 
ly, a surgeon and member of the 
first medical faculty at Johns 
Hopkins, aptly put it, “Now ev- 
erything was to be changed and as 
a tangled skein full of knots and 


By Mark Fisher 

Reuter 

BANGKOK — A multi-million 
dollar flood-prevention scheme in 
Bangkok has drawn a lukewarm 
response from fatalistic residents 
of foe Thai capital. 

A Thai-Australian joint ven- 
ture company wants to dig a new 
55-km channel west of the city to 
relieve pressure on foe capital's 
Chao Phraya River, which reg- 
ularly bursts its banks. 

At 20 milli on baht (S770 mil- 
lion), this would be one of foe 
biggest drainage schemes in Asia, 
Thai officials believe. 

But Bangkok residents seem 
apathetic to the proposal even, 
though flooding causes wide- 
spread disruption in foe city and 
foe problem shows every sign of 
worsening. 

"We’ve always bad floods. We 
always will. There’s no sense 
messing about with foe river,” 
grumbled a vegetable seller near 
Bangkok's royal palace. The 
commeat was typical. 

Other critids fear tbe scheme 
could destroy the charm of the 
Chao Phraya. which winds lan- 
guidly past sumptuous Buddhist 
temples and the elegant Oriental 
Hotel. The river is also home to 
colourful floating markets, a ma- 
jor tourist attraction. 

Thais outside Bangkok also 
wonder why so much money 
should be spent on the capital, 
where foe standard of living is far 
higher than in the provinces. 

From May to October, tbe 


Chao Phraya carries monsoon 
floodwaters down to the capital 
from foe north. It also has to cope 
with Bangkok’s high local rainfall 
and with tidal surges from tbe 
Gulf of Thailand, 30 km to the 
south. 

If that is not enough, Bangkok 
is also sinking, in some places at 
the rate of 12 cm a year. Parts of 
the capital are already below sea 
level. 

A Department of Resources 
offidal told Reuters the subsi- 
dence was caused because the 
pumping of drinking water sup- 
plies from wells dug below the 
dty has Towered tbe water table. 

The government had tried to 
limit well supplies, she said, but 
added it was undear whether this 
would slow tbe subsidence rate. 

To limit flood damage, major 
roads in foe capital have already 
been raised and the dty has an 
extensive network of. canals, 
(fykes and pumping stations. 

These costly efforts enjoy tittle 
success. Homes and shops in en- 
tire districts are regularly inun- 
dated and roads are cut for days. 

“By the end of this century 300 
square km of Bangkok could be 
under water,” dty council en- 
gineer Ksemsan Suwarnarat told 
Reuters. “There could be a catas- 
trophe.” 

“People don’t understand," he 
added. "There’s no sense of 
urgency to stop it happening.” 

“Tbe Chao Phraya flows slowly 
but Thai bureaucracy is slower,” 
said a long-time Western resi- 
dent. 
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false clues yields ut once to foe 
band which holds the right 
thread, so the perplexities, obsta- 
cles, and unfounded notions 
which hitherto blocked the way, 
disappeared os soon as Fitz' pap- 
er supplied and enforced foe 
acceptance of the correct fun- 
damental fact — that the multifa- 
rious abdominal disorders hither- 
to variously named were all no 
more than forms and stages of 
inflammation of the appendix.” 

To some extent this classic 
paper was a reaffirmation of foe 
views of many earlier investiga- 
tors, some of whom were as 
perspicacious and articulate as 
Fitz. However, by 1886 the time 
was ripe for foe medical profes- 
sion to focus on appendicitis and 
to develop foe operation to com- 
bat it. And Fitz was the right man 
to spark foe change. He was a 
pathologist, not a surgeon, and 
thus could command respect in 
both of these then sometimes 
uncooperative fields. 

Who did the first appendec- 
tomy? As noted earlier, Rudolf 
Kronlein performed one in 1884. 
but the patient died. In 1386. 
Richard Hall, a New York 
surgeon, removed an appendix 
and the patient lived. But Hall 
had diagnosed the case as 
“strangulated hernia.” In 1887, 
Thomas Morton, a prominent 
Philadelphia surgeon, became the 
unchallenged first to deliberately 
and successfully operate for and 
remove an inflamed ruptured 
appendix after having made the 
correct diagnosis. Less than a 
year later, he was the first to 
diagnose and remove an inflamed 
appendix that had not yet rup- 
tured. His interest in the opera- 
tion may have been more than 
clinical. His brother and son both 
died of appendicitis. 

Morton's accomplishments in- 
itiated a period of quickened in- 
terest in Fitz's revelations, and 
scores of skilled and famous 
surgeons now began making ma- 
jor contributions. In 1889 Charles 
McButney. a New York surgeon, 
published a paper in which he 
pinpointed the tenderness a.’J 
pain associated with appendicitis 
at a point one and a half to two 
inches from the protuberance of 
foe right hip in tbe direction of 
the navel. John Deaver. a tum- 
of-foe-century pioneer in abdo- 
minal surgery, considered this the 
greatest of all advances in foe 
diagnosis of appendicitis, “not so 
much because foe pain is in evety 
case' just at the spot, because it 
put into the physicians' and 
surgeons’ thoughts, in a practical 
concrete way, a ready method of 
excluding nearly every other dis- 
ease with almost certainty.” 

The value of swift action was 
confirmed by the experience of a 
surgeon named John Murphy. By 
1894 he had performed 108 op- 
erations with a loss of 10 lives, an 
astonishing success rate, con- 
sidering that the majority of foe 
cases had not been seen until 
rupture. The secret to preventing 
infection, as Murphy put it, was, 
“get in quick and get out 
quicker.” 

Further advances included dis- 
covery of foe salutary effect of 
raising foe bead of foe peritonitis 
patient's bed eighteen inches or 
so. to facilitate the gravitational 
flow of fluids in the least danger- 
ous direction; withholding all 
food before operating to keep the 
intestines inactive; and avoidance 
of laxatives and cathartics. 
For all intents and purposes, basic 
surgical procedures had all been 
established by the early years of 
foe twentieth century. 

— The American Heritage Press. 
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Brazilian star Socrates 
says he wants to quit 



RIO DE JANEIRO (R) — 
Brazilian 1982 World Cup captain 
Socrates wants to end his contract 
with club Flamengo and quit soc- 
cer, a dub official said. 

Socrates, 33, joined Flamengo 
in September 1985, after a col- 
ourless season in Italy, where he 
never won the hill backing of 
Fiorentina players and fans. 

Even though his contract with 
Flamengo expires in September, 
Socrates expressed a wish to quit 
the game immediately, the offi- 
cial said. 

Socrates, who declined to talk 
to reporters, bad spoken to Cub 
President Marcio Braga who was 
trying to persuade him to recon- 
sider, the official said. 

A qualified doctor, Socrates 
said recently he would quit at the 


end of his contract but has 
apparently decided to quit im- 
mediately because of team mana- 
ger Sebastian Lazaroni’s decision 
to keep him on the bench while 
fielding little known midfielder 
Ailton instead. 

Socrates has been sidelined on 
and off since joining Flamengo for 
a number of injuries and medical 
problems including a broken 
foot, which had him out of action 
for several months and a hernia 
operation, which kept him away 
from the game for three months. 

This year coach Lazaroni kept 
him on the bench, claiming that 
the famous player was out of Ins 
best physical and technical form. 

“Name and fame do not win 
matches," Lazaroni told reporters 
In explaining his decision. 


Platini among players to 
go on trial in France 


LYON, France (R) — French 
soccer star Michel Platini is to go 
on trial in connection with an 
illegal slush fund, along with for- 
mer players and officials from his 
old club, legal sources said 
Tuesday. 

A Lyon court rejected an 
appeal by the local public pro- 
secutor not to try 11 players and 
nine officials for their alleged part 
in a 20-million francs ($33. mil- 
lion) slush fund scandal between 
1978 and 1982. 

The players, who include 
World Qip defender Patrick Bat- 
tiston and former internationals 
Bernard Lacombe and Jean- 
Francois Larios, were first 
charged three years ago with 
accepting illegal payments from 
First Division French club Saint 
Etienne. 

The footballers were accused 
of accepting secret cash payments 
from the slush fund in order to 
avoid paying income tax. The 
money allegedly came from ticket 
sales omitted from the dub's offi- 


dal accounts. 

The public prosecutor argued 
that the players did not know the 
money came from a fraudulent 
source and that they had subse- 
quently sorted out their positions 
with the income tax authorities. 

But the court ruled that they 
could not have been unaware of 
the illegality of the dealings. 

“Helped by advisers for the 
financial, commercial and sport- 
ing organisation of their career, 
the players could not ignore the 
illegal aspects of the slush fund’s 
money, 1 ’ the court said. 

No date has been set for the 
trial, but the sources said it was 
likely to be held before July. 

Platini, 31, was Saint-Etienne 
captain between 1978 and 1982, 
before moving to Italy where he 
has been with Juventus of Turin 
ever since. 

Other defendants include for- 
mer Club Chairman Roger 
Rocher, former coach Robert' 
Herbin and former Argentine in- 
ternational Oswald© Piazza. 


India faces dilemma over 
Davis Cup tie with Israel 

NEW DELHI, India (AP) — identified, said the matt* 
India may face a $10,000 fine and decided at the "highest 
suspension from Davis Cup ten- Under Davis Cup rule 

nis play if it follows its usual to 'participate in a si 
policy and refuses to face Israel in match results in a $10, 
die quarter-finals scheduled in and expulsion from play 
July. years: 

An official of India's Sports India faced a similar 
Minis try said Tuesday that gov- last September at thi 
eminent officials are weighing Junior Tennis Champio 
what to do about the conflict Bangkok, Thailand, ' 
between India's policy and its found itself feeing Isis 
players' weekend victory over Indian team withdrew. 


Argentina. 

India has no diplomatic rela- 
tions with Israel and usually does 
not enter into sports competitions 
with it. But India's victory and 
Israel's win over Czechoslovakia 
leave the two teams scheduled to 
face each other. 

Both teams won upset victories 
by a 3-2 margin. 

The Sports Ministry official, 
who spoke on condition he not be 


identified, said the matter will be 
decided at the "highest level.” 

Under Davis Cup rules; failure 
to "participate in a scheduled 
match results in a $10,000 fine 
and expulsion from play for three 
years: 

India faced a similar problem 
last September at the Asian 
Junior Tennis Championship in 
Bangkok, Thailand, when it 
found itself feeing Israel. The 
Indian team with chew. 

Last month Israel did not play 
in World Table Tennis Cham- 
pionships here after reports India 
would refuse visas to Israeli | 
players. 

The India-Israel match, by 
Davis Cup scheduling, also 
should be played in New Delhi. 
But the Israeli Tennis Associa- 
tion said in Tel Aviv its team 
would play India on neutral terri- 
tory if players are denied visas. 


National Buildings 
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Corporation Limited 

(A Government of India Enterprise) 
BAGHDAD 
IRAQ 


On completion of our projects in Iraq, we wish to 
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ing condition such as Tower Cranes, Bulldozers, 
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For further details about machines, terms and conditions, 
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Re^jmial^Managcr (ENM) 

P.O. Box 1003, 

Baghdad, 

Iraq. 

Tel. No. 7196233/7197388 
Telex No. 212451 NBCC IK. 


France’s Longo 
takes lead in 
Colombia cycling 

BOGOTA (R) — Jeannie Longo 
of France, arguably the world’s 
top female cyclist, triumphantly 
began what experts have called 
the best public relations opera- 
tion yet for female cycling in 
Colombia. 

Longo, the road world cham- 
pion and world record-holder for 
the one hour against the dock 
trade event, won the first stage of 
the inaugural tour of Colombia 
women's cycling race. 

She outsprinted Italy's Imelda 
Chiappa to dock one hour 32 
minutes 03 seconds for a 60- 
kilometre circuit in the south- 
western dty of Cali, on Monday 
according to unoffidal results. 

Longo’s traditional rival, Ita- 
ly's Maria Canins, twice winner 
of the Tour De France Classic, 
did not make the trip to Col- 
ombia as originally scheduled be- 
cause of an injury. 

The eight-day race, which also 
indudes cyclists from China, 
France, and the United States, 
covers 524 kilometres ending next 
Monday in the capital Bogota. 

Dutch coach 
sacked over 
player’s switch 

EINDHOVEN (R) — Dutch 
dub PSV Eindhoven has sacked 
coach Hans Kraay amid the con- 
tinuing row surrounding Rudd 
Gullit's controversial move to AC 
Milan. 

Gullit, the outstanding player 
in Dutch football, wants to join 
AC even though he is under 
contract until 1990. PSV opposes 
the move and the Dutch football 
association (KNVB) will dedde 
later this month whether to allow 
Gullit to go to Milan. 

The flamboyant . Gullit told 
Nieuwe Revu magazine last week 
he had reached an agreement 
with the Italians and criticised 
PSV 

Kraay wanted to suspend Gui- . 
lit from the PSV first team for the 
rest of the season as punishment 
for the remarks but manager 
Kees Ploegsma favoured a final 
warning. 


European Cup preview 

Belgrade on survival mission in Spain 


LONDON (R) — Red Star Bel- 
grade, Yugoslavia’s most battle- 
hardened European campaig- 
ner, sets out today to survive 
where many fine teams have 
perished — in the seethig caul- 
dron of Real Madrid’s Santiago 
Bemabeu Stadium. 

The Yugoslav champion, seek- 
ing to emulate its dty rival Parti- 
zan by reaching a Champions' 
Cup final, leads the Spaniards 4-2 
but knows its participation in the 
top quarter-final, second leg tie 
of the night could end in tears. 

Madrid has a formidable home 
record in European soccer and its 
majestic stadium has been the 
graveyard of many teams defend- 
ing similar or better leads. 

Last season, on its way to a 
second successive triumph in the 
UEFA Cup, Madrid overcame a 
3-0 deficit by hammering Interna- 
tionale Milan 5-1 in the semifinal. 
It had squeezed through from the 
third round by beating Borussia 
Moenchengladbach 4-0 following 
a 5-1 away defeat. 

A year earlier, after losing 3-0 
in Brussels to Anderlecht, Mad- 
rid crushed the Belgians 6-1 at its 
awesome stadium which is still 
haunted by memories of Di Stefa- 
no, Puskas, Gento and Del Sol. 


Red Star, despite confidence 
engendered by its triumph on ice 
two weeks ago, will be hard- 
pressed to reach the last four in 
the almost certain company of 
Dynamo Kiev, Bayern Munich 
and Porto or Broendbyemes. 

It may draw some courage, 
however, from recent disruptions 
in the Madrid camp — particular- 
ly the enforced dismantling of , 
and rumours of dissent within, its 
dazzling international strikeforce. 

Mexican striker Hugo Sanchez 
wants to leave for Italy, but will 
^ay alongside Spain’s injury-pro- 
ne Emilio Butragnedo, whose sal- 
ary he is said to envy. Jorge 
Valdano, the clever Argentine, 
has hepatitis and is replaced by 
veteran firebrand winger Juanito. 

Sanchez’s two goals in Bel- 
grade may prove crucial. 

Even with a full-strength team, 
Anderlecht seems dommed 
against West German champion 
Bayern whose veteran striker 
Dieter Hoeness, a two-goal hero 
in its 5-0 home leg triumph, said: 
"If we don't make it into the 
semifinals I'll hang up my boots 
right away.” 

At 33, it is little more than an 
idle threat by Hoeness who plans 
to retire whether or not Bayern 


succeeds in winning the trophy it 
lifted in 1973, 1974 and 1975. . 

Bayern will be strengthened by 
the return of sweeper Klaus Au- 
genthaler and midfielder Lothar 
Matthaens and a pragmatic sup- 
pression of a team motivated by 
wounded pride seems likely. 

Kiev win hope to double its 
total against Turkey’s Besiktas. 
The Soviet champion, 5-0 up, has. 
an ability to play soccer which 
delights connoisseurs. 

*■ Like the Turks, Portuguese 
champion Porto will also be 
greeted by a severe drop in 
temperature in Denmark. 

Its hopes of defending the lead 
supplied by Algerian striker 
Rabah Madjer’s goal may depend 
on the fitness of injured goal- 
keeper Josef Mlynarczyk, and its 
ability to cope with the forecast 
heavy snowfalls. 

If Porto beats Broendbyemes, 
it will be the first Portuguese 
team in the semifinals since Ben- 
fica in 1972. 

In the Cup Winners' Cop, 
Spain’s Real Zaragoza and Loko- 
motiv Leipzig of East Germany 
are protected by 2-0 leads at 
Vitosha Sofia of Bulgaria and 
Sion of Switzerland respectively. 


Pakistan wins 1st test series in India 


BANGALORE, India (R) — 
Pakistan recorded its first vicrtoiy 
in a test series in India despite a 
defiant 96 by Indian opener Sunil 
Gavaskar in possibly his last test 

i nnings . 

Pakistan won the fifth and final 
test by 16 runs an hour after lunch 
on the fourth day after spinners 
Tauseef Ahmed and Iqbal Qasim 
each took four wickets on a turn- 
ing pitch to clinch the series 1-0. 

The victory Tuesday ended a 
run of 11 successive draws be- 
tween the two sides who once 
drew 13 in a row. 

“It just proved my contention 
that a positive wicket would pro- 
vide a result," Pakistan captain 
Imran Khan said after the 
matach. “It was a far from ideal 
wicket because it favoured the 
spinners too much, but it at least 
produced a result.'* 

Imran threw his two spinners 
into the attack from the first over 


of the day, forcing Gavaskar and 
Mohammed Azharuddin, who 
had resumed at 99 for four, to 
play with great care on a 
treacherous wicket. 

- Azharuddin added 19 to his 
overnight seven not out before 
being caught and bowled by 
Q asim , who followed up by tak- 
ing a return catch off Ravi Shastri 
when he had made four. 

Qasim further tightened Pakis- 
tan's grip on the stroke of lunch 
by bowling. Captain Kapil Dev for 
two to leave Gavaskar with only 
the taHenders as partners. 

But medium pacer Roger Bin- 
ny rose splendidly to the occasion 
relying on his pads and solid 
forward defensive strokes to help 
Gavaskar inch his way towards a 
35th test century. 

Gavaskar survived two appeals 
by Qasim — one for leg before', 
the other for a catch. Both were 
tamed down by umpire V.K. 


Ramaswamy. 

Qasim’s teammates joined in 
the bowler’s loud protests which 
led to a halt in play and sticks 
being hurled by spectators at the 
Pakistani players. 

Gavaskar, who has indicated 
he could retire at the end of this 
series, resumed his innings 10 
minutes later. But the 36-year- 
old's concentration had been dis- 
turbed and he soon strayed across 
the line, edging Qasim to Rizwan 
Uz-Zaman at slip. 

Binny, realising it was now all 
or nothing, launched into the 
bowling, collecting a six as he 
tried to keep last man Maninder 
Singh away from the spinners. 

Bat Binny eventually fell for 
15, caught behind by Saleeni 
Yousuf off Tauseef. 

Tauseef had earlier bowled 
Shivlal Yadav and finished with 
four for 85 off 453 overs. Iqbal 
Qasim took four for 73 from 37. 


American McKinney wants to add Olympics to titles 


By John Mossman 

The Associated Press 

DENVER — Tamara McKinney 
wants to fill in an important gap 
on her resume before retiring to 
her family’s horse farm in Ken- 
tucky after next season. She 
hopes to do it at the Calgary 
Olympics. 

McKinney has won a World 
Cup overall title — a level of 
proficiency no other U.S. woman 
skier has achieved — but an 
Olympic medal has eluded her. 

Though she has complained of 
fatigue after nine World Cup 
seasons, she plans to ski competi- 
tively one more season, which 
just happens to include the 1988 
Winter Games. 

McKinney, 24, coining off a 
solid slalom season during which 
she led the standings for much of 
the year before finishing second, 
represents America’s best hope 
for a skiing medal in Canada — 
perhaps its only hope, if results . 


from the 1986-87 World Cup sea- 
son are. any indication. - 

Sbemon two^ slalom races, this 
season:-* 1 - the lone World Cup 
triumphs for the U.S. team. She 
was second in two other slalom 
races, and no other American, 
male or female, finished that high 
in any race. 

With only a handful of races 
left, McKinney has 127 World 
Cup points — more than the rest 
of (he U.S. team combined. She 
ranks a respectable sixth in the 
World Cup overall standings. 

Just a year ago, demoralised by 
an -ongoing fued with the 
women's coaches, McKinney 
placed 24th in the overall. It was 
a considerable fall for the skier 
who won the 1983 overall title. 
For the first time since the 1981 
season, she failed to win a race. 

But in came a new coaching 
staff, and up went McKinney's 
enthusiasm. Her feathery touch 
on the snow — her skiing was 
once described as "kissing the 


snow" — returned. For U.S. men, the situation is 

"I feel strong, I genuinely like* even worse.. Now;it- is.-tba.nfen 
- skiing - again,'' .she said. “QbvxJ :who axa%^mbtoii’e^i foijtagiqDil 
, sure,, there, are some moroinganirtPdffi the^: coacheg. Skiers accuse 
when you wake up and don’t fed-«-4he coaches of being ..negative 
mean enough to face those slalom about their poor results. Coaches 



gates whapping you in the face. 

"But this year has been so 
much better than last year. I want- 
to give it one more shot. Who 
knows what will happen?” 
McKinney’s best Olympic per- 
formance was a fourth in the 
giant slalom in 1984. She had the 
fastest intermediate time in the 
first run of the slalom, but fell 
before the finish. 

Now she’s hungry for 1988. 
The rest of the women’s team, 
however, has struggled and 
doesn't share her optimism : 
Debbie Armstrong, 1984 
Olympic giant-slalom gold medal- 
ist, and Tori Pillinger have man- 
aged fourth — and sixth-place 
finishes ip downhill, and Eva 
Twardokens was sixth in a giant 
slalom. Pam Fletcher, whose vail 
downhill triumph represented the 
only U.S. World Cup victory last 
season, has only one top 15 finish 
all year — 11th in the downhill. 


counter that the skiers haven’t 
been willing to make the commit- 
ment to excellence. 

"The coaches are blaming the 
racers, and the racers are blaming 
the coaches," said three-time 
World Cup overall champion Phil 
Mahre, now retired. "It's time for 
the racers to show more maturity 
and take responsibility for their 
results. Their job is to ski well.” 

Doug Lewis has finished 
seventh and ninth in the last two 
men's downhills, and Felix 
McGrath has shown potential as a 
technical specialist. Bill Johnson, 
winner of the 1984 Olympic dow- 
nhill, is recuperating from back 
and knee surgery. 

Can anyone break through at 
Calgary? 

“It’s such a long way off, it’s 
difficult to predict,” said Harald 
Schoenhaar, Alpine' director of 
the U.S. ski team. "If our people ' 
are skiing well at that time of 
year, anything can happen." 
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U.S. coach claims officials 
were biased in Davis Cup 


ASUNCION (R) — A top offi- 
cial of the U.S. Davis Cup team 
complained about the line judges 

and said be was very disappointed 

over the squad’s 3-2 loss to Para- 
guay in a first round Davis Cap 
World Group tie. 

“We would hope to have more 
impartial linesmen in the future, 1 * 
David Markin, head of the Davis 
Cup Division of the U.S. Tennis 
Association, told Reuters. 

But he said that the five match 
series that ended in the early 
morning with Paraguayan star 
Victor Peed’s three-set victory 
over American Aaron. Krickstein 
“was spectacular." 

“The Paraguayan team de- 
serves every credit in the world,” 
Markin said. 

Paraguayan newspapers splashed 
the victory stoiy on their front 
pages. “Paraguay eliminated the 
United States of America, a giant 
of the Davis Cop,” Ultima Hora 
newspaper said. 

People in the stands acted 
more like soccer fans than the 
usually much more reserved ten- 
nis enthusiasts and the first four 
matches of the tie were maned by 
constant harassment of the U.S. 
team. . 

Members of the rowdy crowd 
at die day courts of Asuncion’s 
Yacht and Tennis Qnb pounded 
on drums, shook rattles, threw 
pebbles onto the court and inten- 
tionally made noises at crucial 
points of the matches to upset the 
U.S. players. 

The Paraguayan linesmen also 
repeatedly made controversial 


calk favouring the home team, at 
several points being overruled by 
the court umpire. When the 

umpire called for the repetition of 

one point, the crowd chanted in 
unison.” son of a bitch.” 

Markin said the U.S. team 
expected the crowd to be partisan 
but would hope that in the future 
efforts would be mack; to find 
non-partisan linesmen. 

He said he did not think the 
U.S. team would protest the inti- 
dents. 

Paraguay clinched the tie on 
the final two singles matches, 
coming back from a 2-1 deficit 
following the U.S. team’s victory 
in the doubles. 

Hugo Chapacu, a little-known 
player making his second appear- 
ance for the Paraguayan Davis 
Cup team, squeaked past Jimmy 
Arias 6-4, 6-1, 5-7, 3-6, 9-7 in a 
five-hour and 20 minute thriller. 

Markin said he was thoroughly 
impressed by Chapacu's ability to 
state a comeback after being 
down 5-1 in the final set of the 
match. 

In the final match, Pecci played 
almost flawless tennis to over- 
come Krickstein, the top U.S. 
singles player, 6-2, 8-6, 9-7. 

Peed, who finally ended the 
match on his third consecutive 
match point, was immediately 
lifted to the shoulders of fans who 
flooded the court. 

“Cry, cry Yankees,” they 
shouted. 

Paraguay will face Spain in the 
next round of the World Group, 
to be played in Asuncion in July. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Thais offered bribes to lose match 


KUALA LUMPUR,' Malaysia (AP) — Two Thai players were 
offered money if (hey would see that Thailand lost its pre- 
Olympic soccer match against Malaysia last Saturday, Thai team 
manager Yangyong Nuprome said Tuesday. Yangyong told 
reporters that the two players received four or five telephone calls 


offering them money to throw the match. Thailand defeated 
Malaysia 1-0 Saturday. The two teams play again Wednesday, and 
Thailan d will advance to die next round of Olympic qualifying if it 
wins. If it loses, another game will be scheduled. 

Becker, Maradona win sports ‘Oscars’ 

MILAN, Italy (R) — Top sportsmen, inciadmg Boris Becker and 
Diego Maradona, received awards for their contribution to sport, 
in 1986. Pele was also given a special -award as a “legendary 
sportsman.” during, a ceremony to bestow "world sports “Oscars" 
on athletes nominated by a .papetrof world sports., writers as the 
mo6t .outstanding of last yeaf.-Agjqag other award-winners were: • 
Ed Moses, Mike Tyson, AlW-^iftjit and Francesco Moser. * 

Boxer Spinks arrested for drunk driving 

WILMINGTON, Dekrwares (R) — Former International Boxing: 
Federation (EBF) heavyweight champion Michael Spinks was 
arrested on a charge of driving under the influence of alcohol after 
his car crashed into a tree near his borne, police said. Spinks. 30. 
was not hurt in the crash. He told police another car bad forced 
him off the road. He was released pending a March 26 court 
appearance. New Castle County police said Spinks, who won the 
IBF heavyweight crown when he beat Larry Holmes in September 
1985, was stripped of bis title last month for refusing to make a 
mandatory defence against the IBFs number one contender, 
fellow American Tony Tucker. 

Cuba trounces China in volleyball 

HAVANA (R) — The Cuban women's volleyball team trounced 
the Olympic and world champion Chinese team in three straight 
games 15-8, 15-7, 15-11 in the second of a three-match series in 
Havana. The Cabans showed superior agility at the net and 
impressive power in counter-attack in repeatedly breaching the 
Chinese defence. Cuba won the number-two spot at the World 
Women’s Volleyball Championships in Czechoslovakia and the 
matches here have been heralded as a dash between the world's 
two best teams. 

Quinn, Sheridan named to Irish team 


DUBLIN (R) — Arsenal striker Niall Quinn and Leeds' midfield 
man John Sheridan were given the chance of a European 
Championship debat for the Republic of Ireland as both "were 
named to an 18-strong squad for the Group Seven qualifier 
against Bulgaria. Manager Jack Chariton is waiting for a fitness 
report on Bournemouth's injured Gerry Peyton before naming a 
second goalkeeper for the match in Sofia on April 1. Oxford 
midfielder Ray Houghton is battling to overcome a pelvic injury 
and may miss the trip. 


POSITION AVAILABLE 

American Centre of Oriental Research seeks full-time adminis- 
trator. Duties: Accts and bldg management, contract negotia- 
tions, publicity and promotion. 

Qualifications: business experience, staff management, know- 
ledge of Jordan and archaeology. Compensation: 17K USD 
yearly (negotiable). Health and Acc. Ins., paid vac. and sick 
leave, full room and board. No moving expenses. ' 

Submit resume by 4/15/87 to ACOR SEARCH, ASOR. 

4243 Spruce St, Philadelphia, PA 19104. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES Syria proposes $10.4b budget I AfVipo mov fiolf r|pV|f TAUfJVlTIPnts 

DAMASCUS (R) - Syria’s gov- Hie budget, which has still to Xm.JL 1 1 LU Hid ▼ llCtlL UvUi Jl VIJm V 111 til IS 

^ONDON (R) — Foflowinv are the bnvmo and sellina niM far e m i nent has proposed a 1987 be approved bv pariiament and I M. %f 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold a gains t the dollar at midday 
on die London foreign exchange and bullion mark ets; on 
Tuesday. 


One sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.5925/35 

13130/38 

1.8320/30 

2.0705/15 

1.5315/25 

37.95/98 

6.0975/1025 

1302/1303 

15130/30 

6.4060/4110 

6.9420/70 

6.8975/9025 

406.00/406.50 


U.S. dollars 
Canadi a n Hollar 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria’s gov- 
ernment has proposed a 1987 
budget of up to 41.7 billion 
pounds ($10.4 trillion at official 
rates), a 4.8 per cent decrease on 
last year’s allocation.. 

Finance Minister Qahtan 
Seyonfi told pariiament Monday 
night the reduction was due main- 
ly to a cut in investment alloca- 
tions. 

Recurrent expenditure of 243 
trillion pounds ($6 biUton) — 
almost the same as in 1986 — 
took account of national security 
needs and “Syria’s role in stead- 
fastness and liberation,” he said. 


The budget, which has still to 
be approved by pariiament and 
endorsed by President Hafez A1 
Assad* also aims to meet mount- 
ing expenditure on education, 
health and essential imports. 

Power and water projects 
would take np 43.5 per cent of 
investment allocations of 173 tril- 
lion pounds ($4.4 billion) and 
agriculture about 20 per cent, Mr. 
Seyonfi said. 

The budget's basic goals, he 
added, were to restrict current 
spending, curb inflation and to 
step up reliance on local re- 
sources. 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — Africa may have to follow 
Brazil’s lead In halting foreign debt repayments 
unless the industrialised West becomes more flexi- 
ble in trade and economic policy, Ethiopian Trade 
Minister Tesfay Dinka said Monday. 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 

LONDON (R) — Equities stood at record levels in faidy quiet' 
pre-budget trading and at 1500 GMT the FTSE 100 share index 
was up 163 at 2,008.0, compared with its previous dosing high of 
2,002.8 on March 5. 

The index reached an all time high of 2,0213 on March 4. 

Shares stood mixed at the outset but expectations that the 
budget will include a cut of at least 2 p in the pound in basic rate 
tax and a reduction in the government borrowing target poshed 
prices higher throughout the session. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer Nigel Lawson was doe to give tris 
budget speech later Tuesday. 

Dealers said prices have for some time reflected expectations of 
a bullish budget statement but on top of tins there is a belief die 
measures contained in the budget will greatly increase the ruling 
Conservative Party's chance of winning the next general election. 

News that die U K. public sector was repaid £300 millio n in 
February was in line with expectations and helped to underpin an 
already firm market, dealers said. 

Analysts are forecasting the chancellor will set the PSBR target 
for 1987/88 at around £5 trillion a gains t 7.1 billion in 1986/87. 


YOUR DAILY 


from the Carroll Rlghter Institute B 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, MAR. 18, 1887 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Avoid an argument with 
one of whom you are fond. You are able to uncover the 
various facets of any campaign that will help you reach 
a well-developed ambition. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) If others are envious of 
you, handle them diplomatically. Do whatever will please 
your mate. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You may have difficulty 
with a mundane affair, but later a partner is able to dear 
up the confusion for you. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) A private worry can 
keep you from getting an early start at work. Schedule 
your time so that things run smoothly. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Don't involve 
yourself in an argument between your mate and a paL 
Come to an understanding with co-workers. 

LEO' (JuL 22 to AUg.'|21) III Vile important - gtfe&fa Iff- " 4 
to your home who can’grteyou the data - you need. “Be ' 
very kind with them. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) If you make a new plan 
it will spoil your presently stable setup, so take no 
chances today. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct. 22) Don't argue over the price 
of entertainment. Try to economize in some way and 
build up your savings account. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Go after some aim that 
means a great deal to you. Eqjoy recreations with your 
friends tonight. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) A letter could 
cause you to take time away from your scheduled ac- 
tivities. Be careful in motion. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) There may be 8 cane 
delay in getting your special talents working. Later you 
can gain a personal wish. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Don't argue with a 
family tie over a personal wish. Show that you know the 
needs of influential people. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) A -private worry could 
interfere with your outride affairs if you permit it, so 
perk up and get much accomplished. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he, or she; 
will meet with problems connected with New Era ac- 
tivities. This will give an opportunity to your progeny 
to appreciate what is conventional arid combine the two 
whereby he, or she, will achieve much success 
throughout the lifetime. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Singapore, UAE expand aviation links 

SINGAPORE (R) — The United Arab Emirates (UAE) ami 
Singapore signed an agreement Tuesday allowing them to operate 
as many air services as they wish between each other's countries, 
tiie civil aviation authority here announced. The agreement 
allows both parties to designate any number of airlines to operate 
with full traffic rights between Singapore and any city in the 
UAE, via any intermediate countries and beyond to any 
countries. Singapore Airlines currently flies to and through Dubai 
in the UAE under a temporary operating permit 

AUA to resume flights to Iran, Iraq 

VIENNA (R) — Austrian Airimes (AUA) is resuming flights to 
Baghdad and Tehran, suspended at the start of the year because 
of me Gulf war, a spokesman has said. AUA will again fly once a 
week to Tehran ami resume its weekly flight to Baghdad from 
Thursday. From March 29, AUA will fly twice weekly to Tehran. 
“The situation in both capitals of the Near East has stabilised to 
die extent that the absolute safety of flights to them is assured,” 
the spokesman said. 

Indonesia to abolish export subsidy 

JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia will move towards abolition of 
export subsidies next month by raising the interest on subsidised 
export credits. A spokesman for Bank Indonesia said the rate 
would rise to 113 per cent a year from nine per cent on April 1. 
The concessional credit was introduced in 1982 to strengthen the 
competitive edge of Indonesia’s non-oil export commodities in 
world markets. The governor of the central bank told bosin ess- 
men last Saturday the rise complied with an agreement with tbe 
United States that Jakarta would gradually reduce subsidies for 
trade and industries in fine with the general agreement on tariffs 
and trade. He said that the credit subsidies would be cut in half on 
April 1, by 75 per cent by 1988, and by 90 per cent in 1989 before 
bong eliminated in 1990. 

China puts quota on use of farm land 

BEIJING (AP) — The government, in an a t te mp t preserve 
much-needed farmland, pirns to issue quotas on the use of arable 
land for non-farming projects, the official China Daily said 
Tuesday. The newspaper quoted Mr. Wang Xian jin, general 
director of the state land admmstratkm, assaying this year's quota 
for co n vers i on of cultivated land win be less than 790,000 acres. 
The report said China has lost an average of 138 million acres of 
arable land annually since 1957 In 1985, 2.47 milli on acres were 
converted for use in bousing and. other construction projects, it 
• said j The newspapersaid that because of land loss and population 
‘growth, each perstth in China: now has only 0.25 acres of 
cultivated land, half the amount of the early 1950s. 

Kenya hikes aviation fuel prices 

NAIROBI (R) — Kenya has doubled the price of jet fuel for 
foreign airlines, making Nairobi and Mombasa among the most 
expensive airp orts in Africa for refuelling, airline and oil industry 
officials said Monday. The government ordered the increase 
without explanation or publicity on Jan. 23, tbe officials told 
Renters'. “Aviation fori prices in Kenya are currently double 
those in Cairo, Johannesburg and .Lagos,” one airline official 
said. Aviation ofl prices were decontrolled for eight months and 
stood at an average of 80 cents per gallon until Jan. 23 when a 
government directive fixed them at $137 per American gallon, an 
oil company official said. Several airline sources said the new 
price did not afreet the national carrier, Kenya Airways, but 
government and Kenya Airways officials declined to confirm or 
deny the allegations. Foreign airlines are already annoyed at the 
government’s decision last month to exempt passengers on Kenya 
Airways from a 10 per cent tax on airline tickets. 


Growing protectionism and de- 
clining commodity prices had 
caused a significant deteriora- 
tion in the export earnings of all 
developing countries, he said in 
an opening speech to a meeting of 
African trade ministers in Addis 
Ababa. 

Unless there was an early im- 
provement in their terms of trade 
k( the only real choice left to these 
countries is to follow the route 
that Brazil appears to have taken 
recently,” Mr. Tesfay said. 

The two-day meeting of dele- 
gates from 50 African countries 
was called to work out an African 


consensus ahead of a Group of 77 
ministerial meeting next month in 
Havana, where the world’s de- 
veloping countries will debate 
their strategy in economic nego- 
tiations with the West. 

Mr. Tesfay accused the West of 
intransigence in the negotiation 
of recent commodity agreements. 

The recent failure of the Inter- 
national Coffee Organisation 
(ICO) to agree on the reintroduc- 
tioo of export quotas would mean 
that “several African countries 
mil not have the foreign ex- 
change to import essential items 
such as medicine, fertilisers and 


spare parts,” he said. 

Coffee accounts for 60 per cent 
of Ethiopia’s exports and the 
recent fell in world coffee prices 
has sharply reduced its foreign 
exchange earnings. 

Mr. Adebayo Adedeji, execu- 
tive secretary of the U.N. Econo- 
mic Commission for Africa, told 
tbe meeting that a net outflow of 
resources from Africa was in- 
creasing. 

He blamed it on high interest 
rates, debt servicing obligations 
and repatriation of profits by 
foreign investors. 

Africa paid $13 billion to ser- 
vice its overall foreign debt last 
year and by 1990 annual service 
payments were expected to rise to 
between $16 and S24 billion, Mr. 
Adedeji said. 

He accused the industrialised 
countries of failing to provide 
additional resources to imple- 


ment the U.N. programme for 
Africa’s economic recovery and 
development, despite Africa's 
own willingness to raise two 
thirds of the necessary capital. 

The U.N. programme, 
approved last year, calls for S12S 
billion of economic investment in 
Africa over five years. 

Western donors were asked to 
contribute $46 billion, with the 
rest being raised from local re- 
sources, but Mr. Adedeji said the 
donors had not responded as 
hoped. 

In view of this poor response, 
be said, “it is possible that by the 
year 2000 nearly all African 
countries, except a few, will be 
categorised as least developed 
countries." 

At present, 27 African states 
are officially listed in this 
category. 


U.S. dependence on M.E. oil likely to persist 


NEW YORK (R) — A Reagan 
administration study has con- 
cluded the United States will be 
dependent on Middle East oil 
into the next century and the 
government most take steps to 
reduce tbe country’s vulnerabil- 
ity, the New York Times said 
Tuesday. 

The paper said the interagency 
government study “found a se- 
rious oil-dependency problem re- 
sulting from steadily falling 
domestic production and rising 
demand for imported oil.” 

The study concluded that by 
1995 the United States will be 


W. Germany 
holds largest 
foreign reserves 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
value of West Germany’s foreign 
reserve holdings increased by 4.7 
per cent to $52.9 billion in 1986, 
according to tbe Inte rnational 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

All but five of 20 major indust- 
rial countries reported increased 
reserves, according to an analysis 
in the current issue of IMF Sur- 
vey, a semi-monthly publication. 

Japan moved into second 
place as it increased its holdings 
by 42 per cent to $43.1 billion, the 
report said, while U.S. reserves 
rose by 10.3 per cent to $38.3 
billion. 

One source said Monday that 
the.. United. States traditionally 
does not bold quantities of fore- 
ign money in proportion to the 
size of its economy. Dollars are 
tbe main medium of exchange in 
the world and the United States 
can always issue as many dollars 
as it wants, he noted. 

The reports said Britain's re- 
serves rose by 28.6 per etc* to 
$18.9 billion, France's by 63 per 
cent to $32.1 billion, ami Italy's 
by 15.6 per cent to $20.4 billion. 

Declines were registered in De- 
nmark, Finland, Ireland, Norway 
and The Netherlands, the IMF 
said. . 

Holdings throughout the world 
rose by 2.4 per cent to more than 
$517 billion despite tbe drop in 
the price of the doDar, foe curren- 
cy in which many countries’ re- 
serves are largely held, the analy- 
sis said. 


relying on foreign countries for 50 
per cent of its oil — more than 
the 48 per cent peak reached in 
1977 and far above foe 33 per 
cent rate during foe 1973-74 Arab 
oil embargo. 

Tbe United States now imports 
about 38 per cent of its oil needs, 

S i from 27 per cent a year ago, 
e paper said. 

The paper said recommenda- 
tions sent to the White House by 
Energy Secretary John Harring- 
ton included financial incentives 
to raise domestic ofl production 
by one mini on barrels a day from 


foe current 8.4 million barrels. 

The newspaper also said “one 
significant change in administra- 
tion thinking” was an increased 
emphasis on stockpiling oil- re- 
serves. 

It said foe view now being held 
was that the strategic petroleum 
reserve, which could be tapped in 
times of shortages, should be 
increased by 100,000 barrels a 
day, rather than the 35,000 bar- 
rels called for in foe 1988 budget. 

The paper said the administra- 
tion planned “to renew its efforts 
to obtain the deregulation of cer- 


tain natural gas, repeal of the 
‘windfall profits’ tax, remove bars 
to drilling on the outer continen- 
tal shelf and repeal the law that 
limits foe use of natural gas in 
industrial and utility boilers.” 

The New York Times also 
quoted Senator Don Nickles of 
Oklahoma os saying the govern- 
ment study greatly underesti- 
mated potential U.S. demand for 
imported ofl in the next decade 
and overestimated the amount of 
domestic oil which would be pro- 
duced under the administration's 
proposals. 


Strong yen batters Japanese economy 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s economy 
turned in its worst performance 
for 12 years in 1986 and private 
economists Tuesday saw. little 
chance of a quick recovery. 

■ With consumer spending unex- 
pectedly sagging in the final 
months of last year, the best that 
can be hoped for in the months 
ahead is continued sluggish eco- 
nomic growth, they said. 

The government’s economic 


“Sure, consumers may have 
spent lea on winter dothes or 
heaters because of the warm win- 
ter, but they have done so be- 
cause they have become even 
more uneasy about their future 
pay rises.” said Mr. Sboji Sarto, 
general manager of Mrtsm Bank’s 
economic research division. 

With unemployment already at 
record levels, doe to tbe impact 
of the strong yen on exports, and 


planning agency said Tuesday . expected to rise even farther, 
foal growth slowed to 23 per cent workers will stop pn^fring for 


last year from 4.7 per cent in 
1985, as tbe economy was bat- 
tered by the strong yen. 

The 1986 performance was tbe 
worst since 1974, when the eco- 
nomy contracted by 1.4 per cent 
during tbe first oil price crisis. 

The 40 per cent rise of the yen 
Sgainst the dollar over the last 
two years has hit Japan’s expor- 
ters hard, timing them to raise 
prices and lose sales in the huge 
U.S. market. 

Until now, the economy has 
been supported by strong spend- 
ing by shoppers. But a surprise 
drop in consumer spending late 
last year has cast doubt on the 
ability of consumers to support a 
recovery in the months ahead, 
the economists said. 

Consumer spending dropped 
03 per cent in foe final quarter of 
1986 from the wevioos three 


Gove rnm ent officials 
the dedme hugely on tbe un- 
usually warm winter weather, 
which cot sales of dotfadng, hea- 
ters and other seasonal goods. 

But private ec onom ists were 
less cert a in. 


large rises and probably save 
rather than spend whatever they 
get, economists said. 

Mr. Masao Suzakx, senior eco- 
nomist at the Bank of Tokyo, mid 
weakened consumer confidence 
was the most worrying factor 
because without brisk consumer 
spending Japan could not adrieve 
domestically generated economic 
growth. 

The United States has been 
pressing Japan for months to 
boost domestic demand and im- 
ports as its export-driven eco- 
nomy has slowed under the press- 
ure of the strong yen. 

With little sign of an economic 


upturn soon, many Japanese 
businessmen have joined the 
chorus of overseas voices calling 
for an about-face in the govern- 
ment’s tight economic policy. 

Government spending actually 
rose a sharp 14.4 per cent In the 
fourth quarter of 1986, but eco- 
nomists said that was an zfccrrc- 
tion that woohl not be repeated- 

“This is just a one-shot spend- 
ing (figure) and we can’t expect 
that high level of pobtiosecfcr 
con sump t i on in foe following 
quarter,” said Mr. Johsen Taka- 
hashi, chief economist at Mhsn- 
bishi Research Institute. 

Given the l ark of sig n ificant 
extra government expenditure 
and continued sluggish consumer 
spending, foe econom y might 
contract in foe current quarter, 
he said. 

To counteract that gloomy 
forecast, economists suggested 
foe government cut income tax 
now and delay a con tro versial 
planned sales tax. 

“This may be foe most effec- 
tive economic stimulative mea- 
sure the government can take at 
the moment,” Mr. Saito said. 


EC records first trade surplus 

LUXEMBOURG (R) — Tbe European Community (EC) re- 
corded its first trade surplus in 1986 thanks to cheaper oil and other 
raw materials, die EC statistics agency Eurostat said Tuesday. 

But a Eurostat repent said tbe EC paid a price. Commodity 
producing nations had to cut imports of EC industrial goods 
because of foe pinch on their hard currency Mmingt 
The result was that foe value of EC exports fell for the first time 
in the 30-year history of the Woe. 

Eurostat said foe value of impor ts fell in 1986 to an e ^nmw i 335 
bflfion European Currency Units ($379 billion) from $460 bflKon in 
1985, despite a seven per cent rise in volume. 
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THE Daily Crossword by Frank 


ACROSS 
1 Linger 
S Looks tor 
baraeinm 
10 Behave* 

14SfL river 
IS Egret 
IS Stop 

17 Vessel in song 
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Aquino delays order to disarm 
igilante groups fighting rebels 


DAVAO, Philippines (R) — Philippine soldiers 
reacted guardedly Tuesday to orders from President 
Corazon Aquino to dismantle the armed civilian 
vigilante groups they have promoted to help fight 
Communist rebels. 

an interview: “Village self-de- 
fence units in every barrangay 
(village) are necessary.” 
Disbanding the groups would 
affect the region’s whole security 
system, he said, but added be 
would wait to see final guidelines. 


Mrs. Aquino herself drew back 
from an order for “immediate 
steps” to disarm private armies 
and other armed groups and 
issued an amended order that 
merely called for a plan for their, 
dissolution to be drawn up by the 
end of April. 

Military officials told Reuters 
they regarded the civilian groups 
as an important part of the war 
against the rebels but added they 
would take steps to ensure that* 
the dismantling of mili tia forces 
throughout the Philippines would 
not create a security void. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Franco 
Cali da, military chief of the 
Davao area, which spawned the 
vigilante groups, told Reuters in 


Mrs. Aquino Monday issued 
two orders dated March 13. 

One oiled for immediate ac- 
tion on implementing a constitu- 
tional provision disbanding 
armed groups. The second called 
for the drafting of an executive 
order setting np a single national 
police- force. 

In a revised order issued Tues- 
day, the two were grouped 
together. There was no reference 


to “immediate” and the order 
asked the secretaries of national 
defence and local government to 
submit a draft plan by April 30.. 

The constitution specifically 
provides for the disarming of the 
70,000-strong Civilian Home De- 
fence Force (CHDF) established 
during the regime of deposed 
President Ferdinand Marcos. 

Government and military offi- 
cials said Monday the more re- 
cently formed vigilante groups 
like those fostered by Col. Calida 
in and around Davao, the Philip- 
pines’ biggest city after Manila, 
would also be dissolved. 

Human-rights activists have ac- 
cused the civilian groups of grave 
abuses and demanded their dis- 
banding. 

One ' senior military official, 
who declined to be named, said: 
“If not implemented property, 
the provision can create a seozrity 
void. Hie CHDF is important in 


territorial security.” 

“But we have anticipated this 
and studies are being made to try 
to fill that void,” he said. 

Military commanders in Davao 
said the city has been cleared of 
rebels and credited the groups, 
including the alsa masa (uprising 
of the masses), for the success of 
the government’s counter-in- 
surgency campaign in the area. 

Military Chief General Fidel 
Ramos has backed the operation 
of the vigilante groups and said 
similar organisations should be 
encouraged in other areas. 

. Aimed fences spokesman Col. 
Hooesto Isleta said the military 
would follow Mrs. Aquino's 
order and said those who resisted 
would face arrest. 

The spokesman for Defence 
S ecreta ry Rafael Deto said the 
secretary had not received Mis. 
Aquino’s order and declined to 
comment on the issue. 


Massachusetts governor 
to run for presidency 


BOSTON (R) — Massachusetts 
Governor Michael Dukakis, a 
newcomer to national politics, 
has ended' weeks of speculation 
with the announcement he plans 
to seek the 1988 Democratic pres- 
idential nomination. 

Mr. Dukakis said he had au- 
thorised the formation of a pres- 
idential campaign committee and 
would make a formal announce- 
ment of candidacy in Boston on 
May 4. 

Comparing the presidential 
campaign to the Boston 1 
Marathon in which he runs every 


year, Dukakis said: 

“I have the energy to run this 
marathon, the strength to run this 
country, the experience -to man- 
age our ' government and the 
values to lead our people. 

“With your help and yonr 
prayers, a sen of Greek immig- 
rants narnari Mike D nlralcis ran 
become the next president of the 
United States.” 

The 33-year-old Dukakis, is 
serving his third term as gov- 
ernor. He was reelected with 67 
per cent of the vote last 
November. 


U.S. seeks new FBI chief 


WASHINGTON (R) — Wanted 
by the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation (FBI): A person of in- 
tegrity and political independ- 
ence with considerable experi- 
ence in management and law 
enforcement, to serve as its next 
director. 

U.S. Justice Department offi- 
cials said Monday the Reagan 
administration is still searching 
for a successor for FBI Director 
William Webster, nominated by 
President Reagan nearly twp 
weeks ago to bead the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA). 

The officials said the top candi- 
date was U.S. district court Judge 


Lowell Jensen of San Francisco, a 
long-time associate of Attorney 
General Edwin Meese who work- 
ed closely with Mr; Meese for 
many years before he was 
appointed to the bench, last July. 

The officials were unable to say 
when Mr. Meese would submit 
his recommendation to die White 
House on the appointment, 
which carries a 10-year term. 

They said Mr. Meese, among 
other things, wants someone who 
has a reputation for integrity, 
who does not have dose political 
ties to Mr. Reagan and who has 
experience in management and in 
law enforcement 


Ireland still awaits U.S. 
explanation on Iran passports 


WASHINGTON (R) — Irish 
Foreign Minister Brian Lenihan 
said Tuesday Dublin was still 
waiting for Washington to explain 
reports that a U.S. delegation 
used false Irish passports on a 
1986 trip to Iran. 

“It has not yet been resolved,” 
be told reporters during a trip to 
the United States to discuss bi- 
lateral issues and celebrate St. 
Patrick's Day. 
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He said shortly before meeting 
Secretary of State George Shultz 
that Ireland was relying on the 
United States to provide an 
answer to the passports question. 
Aides said it was likely Mr. Leni- 
han would raise the issue in the 
meeting. 

Mr. Lenihan is accompanying 
Prime Minister Charles H ughey 
who will celebrate St Fatnck’s 
Day with President Reagan at the 
Irish embassy. Officials could not 
say whether Mr. Haughey would 
raise the issue with Mr. Reagan. 

Irish Ambassador Badraic 
Mackernan said Dublin consi- 
dered the matter serious and was 
handling it through diplomatic 
channels. 


He also said Ireland had asked 
Iran for help in dealing up the 
question but was getting a slow 
response. 
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No matter how easy your con- 
tract seems, take time out to con- 
sider the best line. At rubber 
bridge or In team competition, your 
first duly is to make your contract: 
overtricks can wait. 

Let's suppose you reach four 
spades’on the auction shown. Your 
jump rebld In your own suit was in- 
vitational, and partner's ace, king 
and three trumps were more than 
he needed to raise to game. 

At first glance it might seem that 
you need either a 2-2 trump break, 
or the ace of clubs onside; or the 


player with three diamonds to 
have the long trump to make yottr 
contract. If you looked no further 
into the matter you would proba- 
bly be defeated. Too would win the 
opening lead and bang oat your 
high trumps. When East turned up 
with a trump trick, you would have 
to decide whether to play on dia- 
monds or cross to dummy to lead a 
club toward your king. Whichever 
line you chose, you would be 
doomed to defeat because the gods 
were not smiling that day. 

However, if you want to rely on 
your skill rather than the deities, 
you could insure your contract. 
Win the ace of hearts and lead a 
trump. If East follows with the 
eight or nine, simply cover with the 
ten. West might get that trick, but 
you can win any return, draw 
trumps and then discard a dub on 
,the table's long diamond. You t 
would lose at most one trump and 
two clubs. 

If East produces an honor on 
your trump lead, win and cross to 
dummy with a diamond to lead an- 
other trump. Again, you intend 
■covering whatever card East pro-’ 
duces. And your technique is re- 
warded. As the cards lie. you pick 
up the trump suit without losing a 
trick, so that after you discard a 
club on tiie fourth diamond and 
lead toward the king, you lose two 
Club tricks because West has the 
ace, but no more. 


Moscow thanks U.S. for 
rescuing Soviet sailors 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Soviet Union has thanked the 
U.S. government for rescuing 37 
Soviet sailors from their making 
ship in a storm off Cape Cod, 
U.S. officials said. 

The officials said’ the thanks 
were delivered by Soviet Charge 
d* Affaires Oleg Sokolov in a visit 
to tiie State Department. 

In an apparent reciprocal ges- 
ture of frie ndship, admnristratioti 
offi cials said President Reagan 
would receive the seamen and 
their rescuers at the White 
House. 


Coast Guard helicopters res- 
cued unharmed all 37 crewmen of 
the 6,023-ton Komsonolets Kiro- 
gjzii on Saturday about 200 miles 
sooth of Cape Cod, Mas- 
sachusetts. 

The crewmen were first taken 
to Atlantic Gty, and them to a 
Soviet recreational centre about 
100 kilometres from Washing to n. 

The ship was heading for Cuba 
with about 10,000 tomes of flour 
when its cargo suddenly drifted in 
15-20 foot (4-5 to six metre) seas, 
the Coast Guard said. 


Izvestia d eman ds secret 
ballots at journalists congress 

MOSCOW (R) — Delegates 
from the government newspaper 
Izvestia interrupted an election at 
the Soviet Journalists’ Congress, 
demanding a secret ballot instead 
of an open vote. Western journal- 
ists said Tuesday. 

Western Journalists who 
watched the session on dosed- 
rircnit television Monday said the 
Izvestia demand was accepted 
and a two-hour break followed 
while ballot papas were pre- 
pared. 

Alexander Bovin, a senior 
Izvestia political analyst and dele- 
gate to the congress, deefined to 
comment on what he said was a 
dosed session to select a new 
executive board for the Journal- 
ists’ Union at the end of the 
congress. 

Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev has called for more denxF- 
cratic procedures, mdudmg sec- 
ret ballots, in elections for Com- 
munist Party posts. He has made 
dear he faces political o pp osi ti on 
to this idea as well as other 
aspects of his reform drive. 

Mr. Gorbachev has tried to 


enlist the state-controlled media 
in his campaign for more efficien- 
cy and openness and the press has 
become much more frank and 
critical in its reporting. 

The Congress re-elected Prav- 
da editor Viktor Afanasyev as 
union leader and passed a resolu- 
tion urging journalists to fight 
“inertia, sluggish thinking, empty 
rhetoric and bragging,'’ according 
to Soviet news agency (TASS). 

Mr. Afanasyev said at the start 
of the five-yeariy congress that 
“restricted zones” still existed for 
'reporters while some journalists 
had not adapted to the new, more 
honest style. 

“The congress underlines that 
reconstruction at editorial boards 
aud org an is atio ns of the union, 
especially at a district and city 
level, is proceeding slowly, often 
formally and with difficulties,’ 
TASS said. 

The official Soviet press and 
broadcasting system has become 
much more critical and has 
touched on many onco-taboo sub- 
jects since Mr. Gorbachev took 
office in March 1985. 


Sakharovs report 8 more 
Soviet dissidents released 


MOSCOW (R) — Eight more 
Soviet dissidents, induding two 
of the most prominent dissenters 
of the late 1970s, have bear 
released from prison and labour 
camps in the past few days, Yele- 
na Sakharov has said. 

Mrs. Sakharov, wife of Nobel 
Peace laureate and physicist 
Andrei Sakharov, told reporters 
by telephone three of the eight 
were freed earlier Monday and 
five others late last week. 

She said the latest releases 
brought to 86 the count she and 
her husband have kept since they 
themselves were allowed to re- 
turn to Moscow from internal 
exile in December. 

Soviet officials have said that 
some 150 dis senter s jailed in the 
1970s and early 1980s were being 
released and the cases of 150 
more were under study. 

Among those freed last week 
were Ivan Kovalyov and Tanya 
Osipov, husband and wife who 


were serving sentences for anti- 
Soviet agitation and propaganda 
after playing a prominent role in. 
publicising alleged Soviet human 
rights abuses. 

Both bad been told they could 
emigrate; Mis. Sakharov said. 

The three freed Monday were 
■Galina Barats, who was serving a 
nine-year sentence, Alexei Smir- 
nov, who was serving 10 years of 
labour camp and exile, and 
Mikhail Rifltin, serving 12 years 
— all cm charges of anti-Soviet 
agitation and propaganda . 

Barats’ husband VasOy was 
among the first group of dissen- 
ters freed early in February. They 
were active in dissident religious 


was closely involved in 
publication of the und e rgro u nd 
“chronicle of current events” in 
the 1970s and other dissident 
publications later, and Smirnov 
helped publish a dissident social- 
ist journal. 


War criminal sentenced 
to death in Soviet Union 


MOSCOW (R) — A Soviet army 
officer who went over to the 
Nazis daring World War II and 
headed 8 German execution 
squad has been sentenced to 
death by a court in Smolensk, 
Pravda said Tuesday. 

The Communist Party daily 
said the court in the western 
Russian city heard that former 
senior Lieutenant Vasily Taraka- 
nov chose to join the German 
army after being captured and 
taken to a Nazi concentration 
camp. 

He went on to command a 
punitive unit" which killed 
scores of Soviet civilians, includ- 
ing 80 men, women and children 
in one village In the Smolensk 
region, and received three Nazi 


medals, the court heard. 

“I killed, I shot people, I burnt 
them and I ordered death sent- 
ences because I was myself under 
orders,” Pravda quoted Taraka- 
nov as telling the court. 

Immediately after the war, he 
was sentenced to a “limited” 
punishment as a collaborator but 
the full extent of his crimes only 
emerged later, Pravda said. 

The authorities sought him for 
many years before tracking him 
down to a small village near 
Yaroslavl, north east of Moscow, 
where he kept himself aloof from 
his neighbours. 

But one incident described by 
the neighbours in court helped to 
illustrate Ms character, Pravda 
sakL 


Seoul offers talks with 
North to ease tension 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea 
Tuesday proposed a meeting of 
prime ministers to improve rela- 
tions with arch enemy North 
Korea, but said the two countries 
must first restore mutual trust. 

Sooth Korean Prime Minister 
Lho Shin-Yang proposed in a 
letter to his northern counterpart 
Li Gun-Mo that they meet to 
“ d iscuss comprehensively various 
issues raised by the two sides to 
improve relations and ease ten- 
sion.” 

The letter, delivered to the 
North at the border village of 
Panmunjom, was in reply to a 
recent North Korean call for 
high-level political and military 
talks. 

The Koreas fought a bloody 
three-year war to 1953 and ten- 
sion remains high along a 240- 
kflometre demilitarised zone on 
the frontier. 

Mr. Lho said the prime minis- 
ters could discuss any proposal to 


be made by the North, inducting 
political and militaiy issues. 

But the prime ministers should 
meet “‘after the mznmnun condi- 
tions for mutual trust have been 
created by the conv e ning of a 
water resources meeting and the 
resumption of the suspended efia 1 
togues,” he added. 

Mr. Lho was referring to dis- 
cussions on a controversial north- 
ern dam project that Seoul has said 
is aiwiftri at BHwiflg catastrophic 
floods In the South. 

The letter said if the proposed 
meeting took place, this would 
open the way for summit talks 
between South Korean President 
Chun Doo Hwan and northern 
leader Kim E-Sung. 

A Seoul government spokes- 
man told reporters that Sooth 
Korea, which had rejected an 
earlier North Korean offer for 
high-level talks, was now m aking 
a “very positive and comprehen- 
sive counter-proposaL” 


Security tightened in south 
India over train bombing 


MADRAS, India (R) — Security 
was tightened in south India and 
along the country’s rail network 
Tuesday as investigators ques- 
tioned Tamil separatists in con- 
nection with a train bombing that 
killed at least 32 people. 

At least two men have been 
detained in Tamil Nadu state 
where two powerful bombs de- 
railed a crowded express on Sun- 
day, sending the engine and eight 
coaches careering off a bridge 
into a dry river bed! 

State-run All-India Radio also 
said investigators had questioned 
about 75 people, all connected 
with guerrilla groups fighting for 
an independent Tamil homeland 
in Sri Tunica, just across the Palk 
Strait from this southernmost In- 
dian state. 

Authorities said security had 
been tightened across foe state 
with reinforced notice pickets at 
major public buddings. 

Railways Minister Madhavrao 
Stindia also said patrolling had 
been intensified along India's 
60,000-kilometre rail network 


over winch 11,000 trains run 
daily. 

“It was a wanton and senseless 
act of terrorism,” Mr. Sdndia 
said of the bombing that derailed 
tiie Rockfbrt Express carrying 
1,200 people between Tiruchir- 
apalli anti Madras. 

Police told Reuters at least 32 
people were killed but recovery 
efforts were co nt inu ing and un- 
official sources said (he toll could 
Teach at least 100. Sdndia told 
reporters here that 214 people 
were injured. 

The two men were picked up 
after sniffer dogs led police from 
the site where the bombs were set 
off to a .village near foe Marn- 
daiyar Bridge. No further details 
were given. 

Posters were found on the 
bridge supporting the cause of foe 
Tamil guerrillas whose headquar- 
ters are in Madras, the state 
capital. 

A camp of one group was 
cordoned off and searched Mon- 
' day by police, authorities said. 


Indian parliament may 
debate Gandhi-Singh row 


NEW DELHI (R) — The chair- 
man of India’s Upper House of 
parliament Tuesday postponed 
until Friday a decision on 
whether to allow discussion of the 
public row between President 
Zail Singh and Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi. 

The Press Trust of India news 
agency said R. Venkataraman 
told foe Rajya Sabha he would 
give a ruling after studying how 
Australia and Canada dealt with 
such constitutional problems. 

Opposition parties are prepar- 
ing to seek a debate in foe Lok 
Sabha, the Lower Honse, 
Wednesday about a tetter by Mr. 
■Sing h uMiqng Mr. G andhi of 
misleading parliament. 

A spokesman for the Telngn 
Desam, the largest opposition 
party in parliament, told Reuters 
the party would request that the 
bouse be allowed to discuss foe 
tetter. 

A senior government official 
Monday night told Renters he 
expected the opposition to intro- 
duce a no-confidence motion. 

Political analysts said Mr. Gan- 
dhi’s Congress (I) Party, with 


large majorities In both houses, 
migh t welcome this as a means of 
kiUmg off a potentially embarras- 
sing issue. 

Mr. Singh’s letter to Mr. Gan- 
dhi, leaked to tire mass-circulated 
Indian Express, which published 
the letter on its front page last 
week, said Mr. Gandhi had mis- 
ted foe house by saying he had 
regularly consulted the president 
on state matters as required by 
the constitution. 

Mr. Gandhi has so far not 
officially reacted to the letter or 
its publication, which has brought 
foe tense relations between 
the two leaders out into the open. 

■The speaker of tiie Lower 
Honse last week refused to allow 
any discussion of foe wrangle, 
saying according to constitutional 
practices the president could not 
be named. 

Mr. Venkataraman, however, 
said opposition parties would 
press for a debate in the Lok 
Sabha on the grounds that the 
president's- name was allowed to 
be mentioned in parliament last 
year. 


Indonesia imposes curbs on 
journalists ahead of elections 


JAKARTA (R) r- Indonesia 
announced restictions Tuesday 
on foreign journalists covering 
next month’s elections, limiting' 
access to the countryside and 
requiring authorisation to report 
on activities in the capital. 

Information Ministry guide- 
fines issued to foreign repo r te r s 
effectively restrict access to the 
countryside where 80 per cent of 
Indonesia’s 168 million people 
live. 

They require journalists to re- 
port their presence to the In- 
formation Department and cer- 
tain government officials when 
they visit any of the 27 provinces 
of Indonesia, the largest country 
in South East Asia. Letters of 
authorisation .are required for 
coverage in foe capital, Jakarta. 

Senior information Ministry of- 
ficial Sukarno, who is in charge of 
print media across tbe giant 
equatorial country, said the mea- 
sures were “to facilitate your 
work in covering the elections. 

“They are not designed to res- 
trict or hamper you. They are just 
for administrative purposes,” 
Sukarno told a news conference. 


The official guidelines were 
announced ahead of the start of 
the formal campaign period 
winch starts on March 24. The 
elections for 400 seats in foe 500 
seat state legislature will be held 
on April 23. The other 100 seats, 
are reserved for representatives 
of the military. 

The ballot is foe fourth to be 
held in Indonesia since President 


Suharto came to power 21 years 
ago. Indonesia, the world’s 
largest Muslim nation, is a major 
oil and primary commodity pro- 
ducer. 

The restrictions limit foreign 
jonmafists’ access to major cities 
and towns: They wfll be required 
to have special passes -and be 
accompanied by guides “if consi- 
dered necessary.” 

Jou rnalis ts c oming from out- 
side the country to cover the 
elections must apply for visas 
before April 25. They will not be 
allowed to enter tbe country with- 
out a visa between April 25 and 
Jnne 10. 

This is because official count- 
ing of ballots will not be complete 
until June or possibly later, 
Sukarno said. 

There are only three legal par- 
ties in Indonesia, with the ruling 
Golkar Party expected to take at 
least 70 per cent of the vote, 
against 64 per cent in the last 
elections in 1982. 

The two other parties are foe 
Muslim-based United Develop- 
ment Party and the Indonesian 
Democracy Paty, created from a 
fusion of nationalist and Christian 
parties. 

The restrictions reflect the 
careful planning for the polls by 
foe govern ent and aimed forces, 
who are anxious to avoid any 
trouble. 

In the last e le cti o ns about 60 
people were killed in accidents 
and poll-related violence, includ- 
ing riots in Jakarta. 
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Couple pays $265 for a kiss 


MANAMA, Bahrain (AP) — A young Bahraini couple grid 100 
dinars ($265) in fines after being convicted of bss^ ffl a act 
parked by the seaside, court sources reported. The coopte 
ired at a hearing this weekend and the woma^tomfoe 
r, “we Stopped kissing once foe police said not to v Bahrain 
is fairly strict on public morality, although it upholds shw 
ideals and its social climate is comparatively more relaxed than ds 
theocratic neighbours. The country has a high percentage of 
foreign workers, but Westerners know better than to k» a > 
public. The punishment that the court meted out on foe kia am g 
couple was divided equally between the man and the woman — - 
each paid 50 dinars ( $132.5). 

Prisoner wins $2.5 miUon 

ZURICH, Switzerland (AP) — A man jailed for a tinted 
manslaugh ter won nearly four million Swiss francs ($2.5 nnfiKo) 
•in foe national lottery, a newspaper reported Tuesda y. The 
60-year-old inmate was the only player who chose tbe ax wanting 
numbers in foe weekend lottery, the Gcnnap-languagc newsp ap- 
.er Blick reported. It said the man, who was not iden tified^ by 
name, was slated to be released in a few weeks from a jau m 
Solo thorn, in north west Switzerland. The paper quoted a feflcwr 
mmafg as saying the new multimillionaire was “beside himself with 
joy.” To play foe Swiss lottery, a person must enter at least two 
cards mating one franc (65 cents) each. Contestants choose six of 
the 45 numbers on foe card, and anybody who chooses three or 
more numbers that are drawn is a winner, with prizes starting at 
five francs ($3.25). 

.Drummer Baddy Rich has brain surgery 

LOS ANGELES (R) — Doctors removed a malignant brain 
tumour from drummer and band leader Buddy Rkh in a 
four- hour operation, a hospital spokesman said. Rich, 69, was in 
good condition at foe University of California at Los Angeles 
Hospital and would probably be discharged in two weeks, the 
spokesman added. Rich played drums in the bands of Arue S haw , 
Tommy Dorsey, Benny Carter and Harry James before starting 
his own big band 21 years ago. 

Life expectancy longer in Shanghai 

PEKING (R) — The average citizen of Shanghai, a heavily 
polluted industrial city, lives for 74.27 years — five years 
longer than the average in mainly rural China and one year longer 
than in foe developed world, tbe New China News Agency said 
Tuesday. 

2 missing for 24 years write from N. Korea 

TOKYO (R) — Two Japanese fishermen presumed dead after 
their boat was found abandoned 24 years ago have written to 
relatives from North Korea for the first time. Socialist member of 
parliament Yuznru Sfannasaki of the Japan-Korean Paiixameai 
Friendship Association told Renters foe two were married and 
had children by their North Korean wives. He said foe two wrote 
to relatives recently saying they wanted to see their parents and 
families, but did not explain why they had remained stent since 
going missing in the Sea of Japan in 1963. Strimasalri said Sotoo 
Terakokoshi was aged 24 and his nephew Takeshi was 13 when 
they were reported utissmg off foe coast of Ishikawa prefecture in 
central Japan. Private tetters from Communist North Korea, with 
which Japan has no diplomatic relations, are rare. “The fact that 
foe letter did get through is a positive sign of North Korea’s 
willingness to resume talks over the issue of spfit with 

some members in North Korea and others in Japan,” Shim a wfci 
said. North Korea cut off aH family contacts with relatives in 
Japan after tbe 1950-53 Korean War, but Shimasaki said he would 
seek to reunite the men with their relatives in Japan. 

Reagan’s blood routinely checked for 
AIDS 

WASHINGTON (R) — President Reagan’s blood was routinely 
checked for AIDS and hepatitis this year because of blood 
transfusions he received after he was shot in an assassination 
attempt in 1981, a White House official said. The official said foe 
tests, which showed Reagan had neither AIDS nor hepatitis, were 
conducted as a standard procedure before the president’s prostate 
surgery in January. Mr. Reagan was foot outside a Washington 
.hotel on March 30, 1981, by John Hinckley who was found not 
guilty by reason of insanity and was committed to a mental 
hospital. 

China alms to dean up public toilets 

■PEKING (R) — China’s public toilets, a culture shock for many 
Western travellers, are being given a qtean-up, foe China 
Daily said Tuesday. It said work bad already started in Peking to 
install more flushing devices with the aim of making them 
universal in the capital’s 6,000 public lavatories. It quoted a 
■ S a nitati on Department survey several years ago which found tbe 
hydrogen sulphide level in Peking’s public toilets was 230 times 
the limit ret by Japanese authorities. “Insufficient toilets, 
improper distribution, shabby facilities, bad management and 
smell are problems besetting people every day,'* tbe newspaper 
■said. Most older bouses in China do not have toilets and residents 
have to use public ones. Pointing out that the state of public 
toilets indicated a country’s level of civilisation, the newspaper 
praised cities which had taken steps to improve ventilation and 
plant trees and flowers near toilets. Design was improving, it said. 
Older toilets were being replaced by ones with glazed tiles and 
artificial marble. 

Judge orders retarded girl 'sterilised 

LONDON (AP) - — Three appeal court judges on Monday 
ordered the sterilisation of a 17-year-old girl for her own good 
because she has a mental age of five. The girl was becoming 
sexually aware and the consequences of her being pre gnant were 
“frightening,” said Judge Sir Geirge Dillon, supported by Judges 
Sir Stephen Brown and Sir Donald Nicholas. “Site does not link, 
and never wifi be able to link, sexual intercourse with toe birth of 
rabies and would be wholly unable to look after a baby or child if 
she were to have one, - * foe judge said. “She is as a small chiui 
nenelfmenlaBy ... She could not understand what was happening 
to her if foe pregnancy ran its frill course mid foe were in nature! 
labour, he said. Dillon said although sterilisation would “take 
airay a basic human right,” foe loss of that right “would mean 
nothing to foe girl, referred to only as Jeanette. Jeanette will be 
18 m May. She is a ward of court in the care of Sunderland 
Borough Council in north east England, whore application to 
have foe gjri sterilised was supported by her mother. 

Teen’s suicide linked to six others 

ROLLING MEADOWS, Illinois (AP) — Newspaper clippings 
about m teen-age smades were found in foe bedroom ofa 
14-year-old boy who apparently killed himself by inhaling 
^anrtfiunes, police have reported. Tbe death of KevfoPyter of 
tins north west Chicago suburb was similar to those last week of 
tom- New Jersey jecn-agers and two teen-age giris in Alsfo, a 
suburb south of Chicago, said SgL Douglas Larsson. His tooth 
rame amid growmg concern over teen-age suicides in the United 
States in recent months. Television stations and newspaper 
devoted heavy coverage to foe recent incidents. Theyoutirt 
mofoer, Marflyn, and her boyfriend discovered Kevin’s body 
Saturday night atopthe roof of foe family station wagon in foefr 
garage, Larsson smd. Carbon-monoxide poisoning was inspected 

Larsson sa^-^had 

t * mrmvR — out Of a paper, but maybe someone 

— under ms bed,” said Larsson. ■ r 
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